
                                     Commission Agenda Item 
 
MEETING DATE: July 22, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: Wood Utility Pole Inspection 
 
AGENDA SECTION:Consent Agenda  
 
DEPARTMENT:Public Services   
 
PREPARED BY: Mike New, PE 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Authorize the City Manager to issue a purchase order to Osmose Utility Services, 
Inc. for $12,500 for wood utility pole inspection services. 
 
 

Summary 
 
The City of Alachua’s electric distribution system maintains an inventory of approximately 2,800 wood utility poles.  In 
accordance to Florida Public Service Commission (FPSC) requirements, the electric system established an eight (8) year 
cycle for wood pole inspection.  The inspection program surveys 350 poles per year.  Wood pole inspections are critical to 
the integrity of the wood utility pole.  
 
Osmose Utility Services, Inc. provides inspection services for wood utility poles.  The inspection services includes above 
and below ground visual inspection, pole sounding, and pole treatment.  Osmose provides a detail report of the condition 
of all poles surveyed, including recommendation for pole replacement and pole reinforcement (C-trussing). 
 
The City of Tallahassee solicited quotations under Bid No.: 0018-13-RM-FT; and has selected Osmose Utility Services, Inc. 
as the low, responsive bidder to provide wood pole inspections services.  Osmose consents to the City of Alachua to 
“piggyback” its contract with the City of Tallahassee. 
 
The FY 2012-13 Electric System Budget identifies this project and has sufficient funds available to complete this inspection 
services. 
 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS: Proposal from Osmose Utility Services, Inc. for wood pole inspection; unit prices are the same as 
those proposed to the City of Tallahassee, Bid No.: 0018-13-RM-FT under Purchase Order No.: COTLH-0001043443. 

 

REVIEWED BY CITY MANAGER:  
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