
 

 

                                     Commission Agenda Item 
 
MEETING DATE: July 22, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: Date Extension of Reclaimed Water Pipeline Completion Between the City of Alachua, the Suwannee River 
Water Management District, the City of Gainesville, and the Gainesville Renewable Energy Center for Provision of 
Reclaimed Water to the Gainesville Renewable Energy Center. 
 
AGENDA SECTION:Agenda 
 
DEPARTMENT:Public Services   
 
PREPARED BY: Mike New, PE, Public Services Director 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Authorize the City Manager to send notice, in writing, to the Suwannee River Water 
Management District, the City of Gainesville, and the Gainesville Renewable Energy Center (parties to a Memorandum of 
Understanding for Provision of Reclaimed Water to the Gainesville Renewable Energy Center) of the City of Alachua’s 
agreement to extend the date when the reclaimed water pipeline must be installed, fully operational, and ready to provide 
reclaimed water to the Gainesville Renewable Energy Center from July 1, 2013 to August 1, 2013.  
 
 

Summary 
 
In August, 2010, the City Commission authorized the City Manager to execute a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
between the City of Alachua, the Suwannee River Water Management District (SRWMD), the City of Gainesville (GRU), 
and the Gainesville Renewable Energy Center (GREC) for provision of reclaimed water to the Gainesville Renewable 
Energy Center. The MOU outlines the responsibilities or each party in providing reclaimed water to the GREC facility for 
use as cooling water. The City is Alachua responsibilities include soliciting grant funding, designing the reclaimed water 
main, constructing the reclaimed water main, operating and maintaining the reclaimed water main, and providing 
reclaimed water for use by the GREC facility. The City of Alachua is not responsible for funding for the project. GRU is 
providing funding to design and construct the reclaimed water main. 
 
Since August, 2010, much has been accomplished. The City’s advanced wastewater treatment facility has been completed 
and placed into service, ensuring the City will provide reclaimed water of sufficient quality to serve the facility. The grant 
funding phase and engineering design have also been completed.  Construction commenced in January 2013 and is 98% 
complete. The reclaimed water main has been installed to the GREC site, however an error in the construction drawings 
prevented the meter assembly from being completed permitting the reclaimed water main to be placed into service. 
Resolution of the error is underway; however it will delay the final completion of the project by 30 days (August 1, 2013). 
 
The GREC facility construction is now complete and the facility is undergoing startup testing. The GREC facility is 
scheduled to be brought on line in the fall of 2013. It has a backup water supply that permits it to function without the use 
of reclaimed water. 
 
Paragraph 6. of the MOU indicates that the parties must agree in writing to extend to deadline for completing the 
reclaimed water main. All parties to the project (GREC, GRU and the SRWMD have done so. In July, 2012, all parties 
agreed to extend the deadline for provision of reclaimed water to the GREC site from January 1, 2013 to July 1, 2013. 
 
  

ATTACHMENTS: 1) Memorandum of Understanding Between the City of Alachua, the Suwannee River Water 
Management District, the City of Gainesville, and the Gainesville Renewable Energy Center for Provision of Reclaimed 



 

 

Water to the Gainesville Renewable Energy Center; 2) E-mail notices from GREC, GRU, and SRWMD agreeing to a 30 day 
extension for completing the reclaimed water main project . 
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