
                                     Commission Agenda Item 
 
MEETING DATE: October 7, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: Public Power Week 
 
AGENDA SECTION:Special Presentations  
 
DEPARTMENT:Public Services   
 
PREPARED BY: Mike New, PE, Public Services Director 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Receive presentation by staff and adopt proclamation recognizing October 6 – 12, 
2013 Public Power Week in Alachua. 
 
 

Summary 
 
Electricity is often taken for granted. Public Power is the theme of the 27th annual celebration of more than 2,000 public 
power communities nationwide. 
 
Public Power Week is celebrated each October in conjunction with the American Public Power Association (APPA) in 
Washington, DC. APPA is the service organization for community-owned and state-owned electric utilities. The Public 
Power Week program is just one of the many APPA promotions used to increase public education and awareness of the 
dedicated individuals that work in our public sector for the betterment of our general public. 
  
Public power has played an important role in Florida’s electric industry for more than 115 years.  Beginning with the onset 
of World War II in the 1940s, an environment of fuel rationing made it critical for these separate utilities to band together 
to share energy resources in efforts to better ensure reliability and cost effectiveness. This need spurred the formation of 
the Florida Municipal Utilities Association, which became the Florida Municipal Electric Association (FMEA) in 1988. 
Today, FMEA represents the interests of 34 public power communities across the state. Ranging in size from Jacksonville 
to Clewiston and spanning the state from Key West to Blountstown, the state’s public power utilities serve a combined 
customer base of nearly 3 million Floridians, or 14 percent of the state’s electric market.  FMEA members collectively 
provide the state’s third largest source of electricity. 
 
Public power’s distinct characteristics help Alachua’s utility customers’ lives become more powerful everyday while they 
are working, playing or enjoying the comforts of home. The City of Alachua is driven by public service, not profit. We exist 
to serve our fellow citizens by saving them time and money, and by protecting their homes and environment so all 
community members can enjoy life with family and friends. 
 
The City of Alachua’s electric system consists of staff and infrastructure necessary to provide power to more than 4,300 
customers. This work group is staffed by eight full time professionals committed to ensuring that our electric system 
infrastructure serves our residents most cost effectively. These “heroes” must have a broad knowledge of our City’s electric 
system. This staff always mobilizes during natural disasters and safe-guards our community during these events. They are 
first to arrive and last to leave. The residents of the City of Alachua are fortunate to have a staff of committed individuals 
maintaining our electric service. 
 
And this monumental service to our City is all provided with an annual operating budget of approximately $14,650,000. 
The majority ($9,750,000) of this budget is allocated for purchasing power to serve our customers. Another $1,600,000 is 
transferred to the City’s general fund to support City services. 
Attached is a proclamation recognizing our electric system staff for their dedication and hard work. 
 



 
 

ATTACHMENTS: Public Power Week Proclamation 
 
 

REVIEWED BY CITY MANAGER:  
 



 

 
 
 

City of Alachua, Florida 
Office of Mayor Gib Coerper 

 
PROCLAMATION 

 
 

WHEREAS, the residents of Alachua place a high value on local control over community 
services and therefore have chosen to operate a community-owned, locally controlled, not-for-
profit electric utility and, as consumers and owners of the electric utility, have a direct say in utility 
operations and policies; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Alachua’s electric system provides homes, businesses, social 

service, and local government agencies with reliable, efficient, and cost-effective electricity 
employing sound business practices designed to ensure the best possible service at not-for-profit 
rates; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Alachua’s electric system is a valuable community asset that 

contributes substantially to the well-being of local residents through energy efficiency, customer 
service, environmental protection, economic development, and safety awareness; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Alachua’s electric system is a dependable and trustworthy utility 

whose local governance provides many consumer protections and continues making our 
community a better place in which to live and work, as well as helping protect the global 
environment; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Alachua’s electric system will 

continue work to bring lower-cost, safe, reliable energy to community homes and businesses just as 
it has since 1915, the year when the utility was created to serve the residents of Alachua; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the community joins hands with more than 2 000 

other public power systems in the United States in this celebration of public power and recognition 
that the City of Alachua’s electric system is good for consumers, business, the community, and the 
nation; and 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that I, Gib Coerper, Mayor of the City of Alachua, do 

hereby proclaim the week of October 6 – 12 be designated the 27th annual 
 

Public Power Week 
 

 in order to honor the City of Alachua’s electric system for its contributions to the community and 
to make its consumer-owners, policy makers, and employees more aware of its contributions to 
their wellbeing and how it makes their lives powerful; and invite all Alachua residents, businesses, 
civic groups, government agencies, and other organizations to participate. 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunder set my hand this 7th day of October, 
2013.  
 
 
 
 

                           Gib Coerper, Mayor 
               City of Alachua 
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