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Summary 
 
On December 15, 2009, Alachua County acquired the southerly ±376.58 acres of the Turkey Creek Development of 
Regional Impact (DRI) (Tax Parcel Numbers 05923-002-000, 05923-003-000, 05923-004-000, 05923-005-000, 
05923-006-000, 05923-007-000, 05923-008-000, 05923-009-000, 05923-010-000, and 05923-011-000) through 
the Alachua County Forever Program with funding  assistance from Alachua County Wild Spaces Public Places Sales 
Tax and a reimbursement grant from the Florida Communities Trust (FCT). After acquisition of the subject 
property, Alachua County renamed the subject property "Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve," and on January 24, 
2012, Alachua County approved the Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve Management Plan for the subject property.  
 
The Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve Management Plan states that the purpose of the project is to protect, preserve, 
and enhance the unique natural and cultural resources found on the property and to provide an enjoyable and 
educational passive recreation experience. The Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve is managed only for the 
conservation, protection, and enhancement of natural resources, and for public outdoor recreation that is 
compatible with the conservation, protection, and enhancement of the site. In keeping with the purpose, Alachua 
County is requesting an amendment to the Turkey Creek DRI to remove the remaining residential density of 800 
dwelling units on the southerly ±376.58 acres and place the subject property  into a conservation land use on Map 
H-1.  
 
To achieve the goals of the Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve Management Plan, the southerly ±376.58 acres of the 
Turkey Creek DRI  must be amended to a conservation land use on Map H-1. Once the Turkey Creek DRI is 
amended, Alachua County must apply for an amendment to the Future Land Use Map (FLUM) of the 
Comprehensive Plan from "Moderate Density Residential" to "Conservation" for the subject property. The purpose 
of Resolution 13-33 is to amend the southerly ±376.58 acres of the Turkey Creek DRI to a conservation land use on 
Map H-1. After the Turkey Creek DRI and the FLUM Designation are amended to Conservation, Alachua County will 
apply for a Site Specific Amendment to the Official Zoning Atlas from "Planned Unit Development (PUD)" to 
"Conservation (CSV)". 
 
Chapter 380.06, Florida Statutes, regulates Development of Regional Impact (DRI). Specifically, Chapter, 
380.06(19), Florida Statutes, regulates amendments to a DRI. Chapter 380.06(19), Florida Statutes, provides 
different processes for amendments based on whether the amendment is considered a substantial deviation as 
defined in Chapter 380.06(19)(b), Florida Statutes. If a proposed amendment meets the requirements for a 
substantial deviation in accordance with Chapter 380.06(19)(b), Florida Statutes, a Notice of Proposed Change 
(NOPC) is required; however, Chapter 380.06(19)(e)(2), Florida Statutes, identifies amendments that are not 
considered a substantial deviation and do not require a NOPC. On February 14, 2013, the City of Alachua submitted 
a letter to the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) requesting a letter of determination on whether 
or not the proposed amendment to the Turkey Creek DRI is a substantial deviation. As indicated in the letter dated 



March 13, 2013 from William B. Killingsworth, Director of the Division of Community Planning for DEO, the 
proposed amendment to the Turkey Creek DRI is not a substantial deviation and is exempt from the NOPC process 
in accordance with Chapter 380.06(19)(e)(2)(k), Florida Statutes. Chapter 380.06(19)(e)(2)(k), Florida Statutes 
states that changes that do not increase the number of external peak hour trips and do not reduce open space and 
conserved areas within the project except as otherwise permitted by sub-subparagraph (j) are not substantial 
deviations, and therefore, are exempt from the NOPC requirements. 
 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 1) Resolution 13-33; 2) TCHP DRI Amendment Request; 3) Turkey Creek DRI Map H-1 
(Existing); 4) Turkey Creek DRI Map H-1 (Proposed); 5) DEO Letter of Determination (Request); 6) DEO Letter of 
Determination (Response); 7) TCHP Management Plan (Approved January 24, 2012); 8) TCHP Property Owner Affidavit 

 
 

REVIEWED BY CITY MANAGER:  
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Legislation 

 

RESOLUTION 13 33 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF ALACHUA, FLORIDA, 
REGARDING THE TURKEY CREEK DEVELOPMENT OF REGIONAL 
IMPACT (DRI); AMENDING THE DEVELOPMENT ORDER 
APPROVED BY RESOLUTION NO. 82-15 TO REVISE MAP H-1 BY 
AMENDING THE LAND USE CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
SOUTHERLY ±380 ACRES FROM RESIDENTIAL TO 
CONSERVATION; AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 07-06 BY 
DELETING PARAGRAPH "A" AND PARAGRAPH "B"; REPEALING 
RESOLUTION NO. 09-11; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

          
R E C I T A L S 

 
 WHEREAS, on June 15, 1982, the City Commission of the City of Alachua, Florida, 
adopted Resolution No. 82-15 establishing the Turkey Creek Development of Regional Impact ( 
the “DRI”); 
 
 WHEREAS, on January 22, 2007, the City Commission of the City of Alachua, Florida 
adopted Resolution No. 07-06, amending the Development Order for the Turkey Creek 
Development of Regional Impact; 

WHEREAS, on April 20, 2009, the City Commission of the City of Alachua, Florida 
adopted Resolution No. 09-11, again amending the Development Order for the Turkey Creek 
Development of Regional impact by reducing the number of residential dwelling units from 
3,200 units to 800 units for the southern portion of the property located in the DRI;  
 
 WHEREAS, the southern 380 acres of the DRI has been sold to Alachua County;  
 
 WHEREAS, Alachua County proposes to develop the southern 380 acres of the DRI with 
greater environmental sensitivity than is presently provided for in the approved development 
order for the DRI;  
 
 WHEREAS, Alachua County proposes to change the remaining residential units 
authorized for the southern 380 acres of the DRI from 800 units to zero units;  
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WHEREAS, Alachua County proposes a conservation land use classification for the 
southern 380 acres of the DRI; 

WHEREAS, the proposed revision of  Map H-1, which amends the land use classification 
of the southern 380 acres of the Turkey Creek Development of Regional Impact from residential 
to conservation, supersedes the revision to Map H-1 contained in Resolution 09-11 and 
incorporates the changes to Map H-1 which were made in  Resolution No. 07-06; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 

ALACHUA, FLORIDA,  AS FOLLOWS:  
 

Section 1.  FINDINGS OF FACT.  The City Commission finds as follows: 
 

A. The above RECITALS are true and correct and incorporated into this 
 resolution by reference; 
 

B. The proposed changes to the Development Order for the DRI approved by Resolution 
No. 82-15 do not generate regional impacts that were not addressed in the original 
approval of the Development of Regional Impact;  
 

C. The proposed changes to the Development Order for the DRI do not implicate any of the 
criteria contained at Chapter 380.06(19)(b)1. through 16., Florida Statutes; 
 

D. The proposed changes to the Development Order for the DRI are non-substantial and do 
not meet the criteria listed in Paragraph 380.06(19)(b), Florida Statutes that would 
mandate the filing of a Notice of Proposed Change (NOPC); 

 
E. The proposed changes to the Development Order for the DRI do not increase the number 

of external peak hour trips and do not reduce open space and conserved areas within the 
project area and, therefore, the proposed changes to the Development Order for the DRI 
are exempt from the Notice of Proposed Change (NOPC) requirements per Chapter 
380.06(19)(e)(2)(k), Florida Statutes; and, 
 

 
 
 
 
F. The proposed changes to the Development Order for the DRI are limited to: 

 
1. removing 800 residential dwelling units from the southern 380 acres; 
 
2.   placing the southern ±380 acres of the Turkey Creek Development  
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      of Regional Impact in a conservation land use classification; and 
 
3.  amending Map H-1 to reflect the changes in numbers 1 and 2 above.  

 
 
Section 2.  AMENDMENT OF DRI.  The Turkey Creek Development of Regional Impact 
Development Order contained in Resolution No. 82-15 , Resolution No. 07-06, and Resolution 
No. 09-11 is hereby amended by making the following changes: 
 

A.  Resolution 07-06 is hereby amended by deleting paragraph A, including subparagraph c, 
and deleting paragraph B. The remainder of Resolution 07-06 shall remain in its entirety. 
 
B.  Resolution 09-11 is hereby repealed in its entirety. 

        
C.  Resolution 82-15 is hereby amended as follows: 

 
1.  Paragraph 4 shall be amended by the addition of subparagraph c. which shall 

read: 
 
c. Map H-1 (2013) approved by this Resolution shall upon adoption be the 

governing Master Development Plan for the Turkey Creek Development of 
Regional Impact. 
 

2. A new paragraph 5 shall be added which shall read: 
 

5. Development is limited to uses allowed within the Conservation Future 
Land Use Map Designation. 
 

3. Existing paragraphs 5 through 12 shall be renumbered 6 through 13. 
 
4.  “Exhibit B, Conditions for Development Approval” shall be amended to add 

paragraph 11 which shall read: 
 

 
 

(11) The following conditions shall apply to the southern 380 acres of the Turkey 
Creek DRI to be known as “Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve”: 
 
a.  Prior to submittal of a development plan, the Developer shall receive 

approval for a Large Scale Comprehensive Plan Amendment (LSCPA) 
amending the Future Lands Use Map (FLUM) of the Comprehensive Plan 
from Medium Density Residential to Conservation; and 
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b.  Receive approval for a Site Specific Amendment to the Official Zoning 

Atlas, amending the zoning designation from Agriculture (A) to 
Conservation (CSV). 

 
 
Section 3.  DEVELOPMENT ORDER.  The Turkey Creek Development of Regional Impact 
Development Order shall be comprised of Resolution 82-15; Resolution 07-06, as amended 
herein; and this Resolution 13-33. 
 
 
Section 4.   EFFECTIVE DATE.  This resolution shall become effective immediately upon 
adoption. 
 
Resolved this 21st day of October, 2013 

 
 
  
        CITY COMMISSION OF THE  
         CITY OF ALACHUA, FLORIDA 
 
 
         Gib Coerper, Mayor  
          SEAL 

 ATTEST:        

 

Traci L. Cain, City Manager/Clerk     
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TURKEY CREEK HAMMOCK PRESERVE MANAGEMENT PLAN SUMMARY 

 

Date of Plan:                
Management Area:   376.58 acres  

Location:  Central Alachua County within the City of Alachua, adjacent to the 

 eastern side of San Felasco Hammock Preserve State Park, west of NW 

 59
th

 Terrace and north of NW 93
rd

 Avenue 

Date Acquired: December 15, 2009 

Cost:  $3,858,200 (Land $3,828,800, acquisition cost $29,400) 

Parcels: 05923-002-000, 05923-003-000, 05923-004-000, 05923-005-000, 

05923-006-000, 05923-007-000, 05923-008-000, 05923-009-000, 

05923-010-000, 05923-011-000 

Funding Source:    ACF 61.12%, FCT 38.88%  

   

Summary: The Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve (Preserve) lies within the City of Alachua and 

is adjacent to San Felasco Hammock Preserve State Park (SFHP).  It was acquired through the 

Alachua County Forever Program with funds from the Alachua County Wild Spaces Public 

Places Sales Tax and a reimbursement grant from Florida Communities Trust (FCT). The 

Preserve buffers SFHP from urbanizing land uses and protects ¾ of a mile of Turkey Creek that 

discharges into the Floridan Aquifer through a sinkhole in SFHP. Outstanding biotic features 

include basin swamp, depression marsh, upland hardwood forest, blackwater stream, and 

sinkhole, and protection of a poppy mallow population.  The preserve will be managed to 

protect, preserve and enhance the unique natural and cultural resources found on the property 

and to provide an enjoyable and educational passive recreational experience.  

 

Key Management Objectives: 

1. Maintain or enhance existing natural communities 

2. Inventory natural features of the site, including flora, fauna and natural communities 

3. Develop and implement a prescribed fire management plan 

4. Protect populations of significant and listed plant and animal species 

5. Restore existing pine plantation to appropriate natural communities 

6. Protect water resource values from adverse impacts, and enhance values where feasible 

7. Effectively and responsibly manage historic resources 

8. Promote public outdoor recreation and environmental education consistent with 

preserving the historic resources of the site 

 

Resource Management Issues: 

 UPLAND RESTORATION - Restore up to 72 acres of uplands to a combination of 

upland pine and upland hardwood forest.  Initial restoration efforts will be on 10 acres of 

upland pine habitat. 

 FIRE MANAGEMENT – Develop and implement a prescribed fire plan to reduce risk of 

wildfire, manage fuel loads, enhance natural ecological processes and facilitate 

restoration. 

 INVASIVE PLANTS – Continue control and eradication efforts on invasive, non-native 

plant species. 

 FERAL ANIMALS - Remove non-native animals as needed. 
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 HISTORIC RESOURCES - Protect known sites from disturbance, and coordinate with 

Division of Historic Resources regarding identification and protection of historic sites. 

 MONITORING - Monitor property through field inspections and photopoints to 

determine success of management strategies. 

 

Site Development and Maintenance 

 PHYSICAL IMPROVEMENTS – Develop trailhead facilities, entrance sign, bike rack, 

interpretive kiosk, marsh overlook, smallwildlife observation platform, a 10-station 

fitness trail, a swing bench and several small benches. 

 RECREATION – Develop a network of hiking trails and a fitness loop. 

 EDUCATION – Develop, fabricate and install interpretive exhibits (kiosk, trail signs), 

and provide at least 6 environmental education programs per year. 

 MAINTENANCE - Maintain all improvements. 

 SECURITY – Perform regular security inspections, install informational and regulatory 

signage, and determine if additional access control is necessary.
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve is owned and managed by Alachua County as part of 

the Alachua County Forever (ACF) Land Conservation Program. It was acquired with funds 

from the Alachua County Wild Spaces Public Places Sales Tax and a reimbursement grant from 

Florida Communities Trust (FCT).  The sellers provided a management endowment for the 

property. Currently there is $20,000 in the endowment with more anticipated in the future after 

the sale of 5 lots within the Turkey Creek Community.  The Alachua County Forever Program 

was approved by Alachua County voters in November of 2000, to acquire, improve and manage 

environmentally significant lands in Alachua County, to protect water resources, wildlife habitats 

and natural areas suitable for resource-based recreation. FCT provides grants to eligible 

applicants for the acquisition of land for community-based parks, open spaces, and greenways 

that further outdoor recreation and natural resource protection needs identified in local 

government comprehensive plans. 

This management plan was developed to ensure that the project site will be managed and 

developed in accordance with the goals of the ACF program, the FCT Grant Contract (Appendix 

A), and in furtherance of the purpose of the FCT grant application. The requirements imposed by 

other grant program funds that may be sought for activities associated with the project site shall 

not conflict with the terms and conditions of the FCT grant award. 

LOCATION & ADJACENT USES   

 The 376.58-acre Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve (Preserve) is located in the City of 

Alachua, see Exhibit A.  It is nestled between San Felasco Hammock Preserve State Park 

(SFHP), Turkey Creek Community (with approximately 1200 single and multi-family units and 

until recently a golf course), NW 93
rd

 Avenue, and NW 59
th

 Terrace, see Exhibit B.  To the south 

of the Preserve is the Spanish Grant residential subdivision.  There are rural residences to the 

east of the preserve and some pastures.  

ACQUISITION HISTORY  

Alachua County acquired the Preserve property on December 15, 2009, for $3,858,200 

from Gainesville Investments, LLC.  The Preserve was purchased through the Alachua County 

Forever Program using funds from the Alachua County Public Places Wild Spaces sales tax. On 

August 25, 2011 Alachua County was awarded a Florida Communities Trust matching grant for 

38.88% of the purchase price, or $1,500,000.  FCT is funded primarily through the Florida 

Forever Program, an initiative to protect important conservation lands throughout the state. 

NATURAL RESOURCES SUMMARY 

 Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve buffers SFHP from urbanizing land uses and protects 

¾ of a mile of Turkey Creek that discharges into the Floridan Aquifer through a sinkhole in 

SFHP.  Outstanding biotic features include basin swamp, depression marsh, upland hardwood 

forest, blackwater stream, sinkhole, and a poppy mallow population.    

PREVIOUS USES 

Before Turkey Creek Hammock was acquired by the County, it was part of the existing 

Turkey Creek Development of Regional Impact (DRI), and was slated to become a future 

development phase of the Turkey Creek Community.  Eight hundred residential units were 
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approved for development on the 376.58-acre Preserve portion of the DRI.  In the interim, the 

property was used for hunting and a 72-acres portion was planted in slash pine plantation.  Prior to 

the DRI, the Preserve was utilized for cattle ranching throughout the 1900’s and likely before.  

The remains of an old home site, 2 storage structures and cattle infrastructure remain on the 

property.   

RECREATION 

Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve will provide resource-based recreational opportunities 

and is easily accessible from the City of Alachua or Gainesville.  A network of trails will begin 

in the parking area and lead to wildlife observation areas, interpretive exhibits detailing the 

natural and cultural resources of the preserve and a fitness trail with 10 stations.     

II. PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve project is to protect, preserve, and 

enhance the unique natural and cultural resources found on the property and to provide an 

enjoyable and educational passive recreational experience.  Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve is 

managed only for the conservation, protection and enhancement of natural resources, and for 

public outdoor recreation that is compatible with the conservation, protection and enhancement 

of the site.  The desired future condition of Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve is the preservation 

of existing high quality natural communities, and restoration and/or enhancement of species 

diversity and wildlife habitat in areas impacted by previous agricultural uses, while providing 

visitors with an enjoyable nature experience that enhances their understanding and appreciation 

of Alachua County’s rich natural and cultural history.   

Management goals are aimed at improving the condition of natural communities on the 

site.  Natural communities that are in good to excellent condition will be maintained through the 

use of fire and exotic plant removal.  Those that are in less than good condition will be improved 

using management activities including but not limited to invasive exotic plant removal, nuisance 

plant removal, prescribed fire, re-vegetation, timber harvesting and earth work. 

 Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve will be identified in all literature and advertising as 

acquired with funds from the Florida Communities Trust and Alachua County Forever and 

operated as a natural conservation area and outdoor nature-based recreation area.  

PRIORTIZED MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES 

1. Maintain or enhance existing natural communities where feasible and appropriate. 

2. Inventory natural features of the site, including flora, fauna and natural communities. 

3. Protect populations of significant and listed plant and animal species. 

4. Implement the prescribed fire management plan. 

5. Protect water resource values from adverse impacts, and enhance values where feasible 

and appropriate. 

6. Effectively and responsibly manage cultural resources. 

7. Promote public outdoor recreation and environmental education consistent with 

preserving the historic and natural resources of the site. 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CONSISTENCY  

 City of Alachua Comprehensive Plan directives that will be furthered by managing the 

site as proposed include but are not limited to the following (Adopted by the City of Alachua, 

September 2004): 
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 Policies and objectives in the Comprehensive Plan establish a level of service standard for 

recreation. City of Alachua Recreation Element Objective 1.2 “Facilities, Levels of Service 

and Hierarchy of Parks”, the City must provide a variety of recreational facilities and 

opportunities that respond to appropriate levels of service (LoS) for parks. Policy 1.2.a 

requires the City to adopt recreational levels of service that may include regional, 

community, neighborhood and pocket parks.   In addition, Policy 1.2.b requires the City to 

adhere to a minimum level of service of five (5.0) acres of community, neighborhood or 

pocket park, per 1,000 persons, with a minimum of 20 percent of this in improved, passive 

parks.  

 Recreation Element Policy 1.4.d requires the City to participate in land acquisition and 

management efforts with Alachua County, the Suwannee River Water Management 

District, Florida Park Service, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, and 

other agencies involved in projects that provide recreational opportunities for City of 

Alachua residents.  Policy 1.4.e includes public/private partnerships that benefit the 

City’s parks and recreation system and the management of them for the residents’ benefit. 

 Conservation and Open Space Policy Objective 1.11 “Open and Green Space” requires 

the City to work to preserve native ecosystems and the natural aesthetic beauty and charm 

of Alachua by ensuring the provision of open spaces and green linkages throughout the 

City, designed for the enjoyment of the citizenry. Policy 1.11.b requires the City to work 

to acquire properties on the perimeter, adjacent to or abutting designated conservation 

areas in order to create linked greenway corridors and to explore options such as grant 

funding, conservation easements, and fee simple acquisition for acquiring properties. 

Policy 1.11.d requires the City to identify and make recommendations, where 

appropriate, for the purchase of environmentally sensitive lands and to provide for 

protection of natural areas and open space through public acquisition. 

 Conservation and Open Space Element Policy 1.2.f requires the City to partner with 

public and private entities, such as Alachua County Forever, to acquire, conserve, protect 

and manage environmentally sensitive lands and native communities and ecosystems. 

Policy 1.11.b makes it a priority of the City to acquire properties that would aid in the 

survival of listed species populations. Policy 1.11.d requires the City to identify and make 

recommendations, for the purchase of environmentally sensitive lands to protect habitat 

for listed animal and plant species. OBJECTIVE 1.3: “Listed Species” requires the City 

to protect species listed by State and Federal agencies as endangered, threatened or of 

special concern, and their habitats. Finally, Policy 1.3.b requires the City to utilize land 

acquisition programs to protect existing listed species and their habitat, and prevent 

extinction of or reduction in populations of listed species. 

 COSE GOAL 1 sets out the City’s desire to conserve, protect, manage and restore the 

natural and environmental resources of the City. In Policy 1.2.g, the City shall encourage 

the eradication of invasive exotic plant species, and whenever possible, recommend their 

replacement with native plant species alone, or in conjunction with other erosion control 

techniques. The City shall refer to the Pest Plant List provided by the Florida Exotic Pest 

Plant Council for guidance. Policy 1.11.e directs the City to restore natural communities, 

restore natural hydrology and remove non-native vegetation in accordance with best 

management practices on public lands acquired for their natural resource value.  



 

Plan draft date:  January 2012 

 - 4 - 

LAND USE AND ZONING 

Alachua County will change the Future Land Use designation from Moderate Density 

Residential to Preservation for all parcels within Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve (tax parcels 

05923-002-000, 05923-003-000, 05923-004-000, 05923-005-000, 05923-006-000, 05923-007-

000, 05923-008-000, 05923-009-000, 05923-010-000, 05923-011-000).    Upon completion of 

this amendment for all parcels within the preserve, staff will initiate the process to change the 

Zoning from Agriculture to Preservation.   
  

Land Use and Zoning Strategies 

 Amend Future Land Use from Moderate Density Residential to Preservation for the 

Preserve. 

 Change zoning from Agriculture to Preservation for all parcels. 

III. NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 
 

SOILS AND GEOLOGY 

Turkey Creek Hammock is located within the Northern Highlands physiographic region, 

FDNR 1969.  Elevations range from approximately 112 to 180 feet, a change of 68 feet.  The 

Preserve is a mosaic of uplands, depression or basin wetlands, and Turkey Creek.  Elevations 

generally drop off toward turkey creek, which makes up a large portion of the northern property 

line.   

Soils from ten different soil series and 12 different soil types recognized by the Natural 

Resources Conservation Service are present within Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve, Exhibit C.  

The soil classifications are described below, Thomas et al, 1985.   

 

Arredondo Fine Sand:  The Arredondo series consists of nearly level to sloping, well 

drained soils that form in thick beds of sandy and loamy marine materials.  These soils are in 

broad rolling areas of the upland. Slopes range from 0 to 8 percent.  The water table is more than 

72 inches below the surface.  These soils are loamy and siliceous.    

 

 Fort Meade Fine Sand:  The Fort Meade series consists of nearly level to gently sloping, 

well drained soils that have a uniform sandy texture to a depth of 80 inches or more.  Slopes of 

the gently rolling uplands are slightly convex to slightly concave.  They range from 0 to 5 

percent.  The water table is more than 72 inches below the surface.  These soils are sandy and 

siliceous. 

 

 Kanapaha Sand:  The Kanapaha series consists of nearly level to sloping, poorly drained 

soils that formed in thick beds of sandy and loamy marine deposits.  These soils are on nearly 

level to gentle slopes of uplands.  Slopes range from 0 to 5 percent.  The water table is at a depth 

of less than 10 inches for 1 to 3 months and at a depth of 10 to 40 inches for 3 to 4 months during 

most years.  These soils are loamy, siliceous. 
 

 Kendrick Sand:   The Kendrick series consist of deep, nearly level to sloping, well drained 

soils that formed in thick beds of loamy marine sediment.  These soils are on gentle slopes and 

along the steep hillsides of uplands.  Slopes range from 0-8%. The water table is more than 72 

inches below the surface. These soils are loamy and siliceous.  
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 Lochloosa Fine Sand:  The Lochloosa series consists of nearly level to sloping, somewhat 

poorly drained soils that formed in thick beds of loamy marine deposits.  These soils are in broad 

areas of the gently rolling uplands and in slightly convex areas of the flatwoods.  Slopes range 

from 0-8 percent.  The water table is about 30-40 inches below the surface for about 1-4 months 

during most years.  It rises to 15-30 inches for about 1-4 weeks during most years.  During most 

of the remainder of the year it is at a depth of more than 40 inches.  These soils are loamy and 

siliceous.    

 

 Millhopper Sand :   The Millhopper series consists of nearly level to sloping, moderately 

well drained soils that formed in thick beds of sandy and loamy marine sediments.  These soils 

are in broad areas of the gently rolling uplands and in slightly convex areas of the flatwoods. 

Slopes range from 0-8%.  The water table is 40-60 inches below the surface for 1 to 4 months.  It 

is at a depth of 60-72 inches for 2 to 4 months during most years.  These soils are loamy and 

siliceous. 
 

 

 Monteocha Loamy Sand:  The Monteocha series consists of very poorly drained soils that 

formed in thick deposits of sandy loamy sediment of marine origin.  These soils are in ponds and 

shallow depressional areas in the flatwoods.  Slopes are less than 2 percent.  The water table is 

within 10 inches of the surface for 6 months or more.  Water stands on the surface for about 4 

months or more during most years.  These soils are sandy and siliceous. 

 

 Pelham Sand:  The Pelham series consists of nearly level, poorly drained soils that 

formed in thick beds of loamy marine sediment.  These soils are in broad areas of the flatwoods.  

Slopes range from 0-2 percent.  The water table is less than 10 inches below the surface for 1 to 

4 months during most years.  During dry periods it recedes to a depth of more than 40 inches.  

These soils are loamy and siliceous.  

 

 Pomona Sand:  The Pomona series consists of nearly level, poorly drained soils that 

formed in beds of sandy and loamy marine deposits.  These soils are in broad areas of the 

flatwoods.  Slopes range from 0-2 percent.  The water table is at a depth of less than 10 inches 

for 1-3 months and is at a depth of 10-40 inches for about 6 months during most years.  

Depressional areas have water standing on the surface for about 4 months or more.  These soils 

are sandy and siliceous.  

 

 Surrency Sand:  The Surrency series are very poorly drained soils that formed in beds of 

loamy marine deposits. These soils are in ponds and depressional areas of the flatwoods and on 

larger prairies of the uplands.  Slopes are less than 1 percent.  The water table is within 10 inches 

of the surface for about 6 months or more.  Water stands on the surface for about 4 months or 

more during most years.  These soils are loamy and siliceous. 

 

 

NATURAL COMMUNITIES 

There are 9 natural communities within Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve as classified 

by the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI) (Exhibit D).  The Preserve is a matrix of uplands 

and wetlands dominated by upland hardwood forest with scattered depression marshes and dome 

swamps throughout the western and southern sides of the preserve, and a basin swamp on the 
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eastern side.  The pine plantation lies on the northern side of the Preserve.  In spite of past 

disturbances from cattle ranching and silvicultural activities, the natural communities within the 

preserve are recovering nicely.   

Staff is collaborating with the Florida Forest Service (FFS) formerly known as the 

Florida Division of Forestry, through their Forest Stewardship Program, and the Florida Fish and 

Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) through their Landowner Assistance Program on the 

development and implementation of this management plan.  The Turkey Creek Hammock 

Preserve Management Plan will serve as the Forest Stewardship Plan.  The Forest Stewardship 

Program promotes the active long-term management of forests and related resources to keep the 

lands in a productive and healthy condition for present and future generations, and to increase the 

economic, environmental and social benefits of these lands following management objectives 

that are multiple resource based, economically viable, conservative of natural resources and 

socially, environmentally and ecologically responsible.  The purpose of the Landowner 

Assistance Program is to improve habitat conditions for fish and wildlife. Staff met with 

representatives from both FFS and FWC on October 25
th

, 2011, and have incorporated their 

suggestions into this Management Plan (Exhibit M). 

As staff gain more experience with the property, these natural areas classifications will be 

updated.  The natural and altered communities are described below.   

 

Basin Swamp:  

 The 17 acre basin swamp on the eastern side of the Preserve is in excellent condition.  

The canopy is dominated by bald cypress with scattered red maple, sweetbay and swamp tupelo. 

Dahoon holly, wax myrtle, button bush and Virginia willow are included in the subcanopy and 

shrub layer, with a sparse cover of ferns and herbaceous plants on the ground, including royal 

fern and lizard’s tail. Although, remnant cypress stumps indicate that some selective harvesting 

has occurred, it does not appear to have been cleared.   

 The dredging of Turkey Creek may have isolated the swamp from the Creek and the 

hydric hammock on the north side of the creek.  Staff will investigate this and determine if there 

are any feasible actions to improve this situation.  Staff will monitor for and treat invasive plants 

and animals. 

 

Bottomland Forest:  

 The 9 acre bottomland forest surrounds the basin swamp on the eastern side of the 

Preserve.  It is in very good condition.  This narrow border around the swamp receives infrequent 

flooding and therefore has a specific character that differs from adjacent natural communities.  

The dense tree canopy and varying mid-story includes water oak, live oak, red maple, switch 

cane, sweetgum, southern magnolia, swamp chestnut oak, spruce pine, and muscle wood.  The 

understory is relatively open with ferns, lizard’s tail, poison ivy, peppervine, dwarf palmetto, and 

woodoats.  Staff will monitor for and treat invasive plants and animals. 

 

Blackwater Stream:  

 Turkey Creek arises from groundwater seepage originating several miles northeast of the 

property.  It traverses the Preserve for a little more than 3/4
th

 of a mile; running through the 

interior in areas and marking the northern Preserve boundary in others.  Eventually it flows into 

San Felasco Hammock Preserve State Park (SFHP) where it enters the Floridan aquifer via a 

sinkhole in Sanchez Prairie.  On the preserve, Turkey Creek is a meandering stream with small 

tributaries flowing in from adjacent wetlands.  It is generally tannic in color, but can be clear in 
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low water flow periods.  A portion of the Creek was dredged to increase drainage, personal 

communication Ralph Cellon.  The creek bed is comprised of more clayey soils with sands that 

shift during large rain episodes.  Turkey Creek’s velocity fluctuates considerably with seasonal 

rain levels, but on average it has been recorded at .2 meters per second.  Fallen woody debris 

crisscrosses the stream producing habitat and pooling water in sections.  On the Preserve, some 

of the tree species that shade the creek include elderberry, sugarberry, water oak and sweetgum, 

red maple, cypress, willow, dogwood, muscle wood, and sable minor.  The creek has very little 

submerged aquatic vegetation.   A BioRecon of the stream conducted for Alachua County in 

2003 indicated that land use changes outside the preserve have impacted the health of the creek.  

The protection of this property will allow the land to continue to buffer these upstream water 

quality impacts before the stream discharges in to the Floridan aquifer.   

 There are a series of ditches and natural streams that were dredged between wetlands to 

enhance drainage.  These stream/ditch features will be evaluated and a determination made as to 

the feasibility of restoring the meandering quality of the original streams and removing the 

ditches.  Invasive plants, especially Japanese climbing fern and Chinese tallow, are a problem 

along these water courses.  Monitoring and treatment of these areas for invasive plants will 

continue. 

 

Depression Marsh:  

Several depression marshes are located on the western and southwestern parts of the 

project site with a total footprint of 10.5 acres.  They are in excellent to good condition and are 

surrounded by dome swamps.   Some of these swamps have been invaded by Chinese tallow and 

damaged by feral hogs.  Both Chinese Tallow and feral hogs are being addressed.  Since these 

depression marshes occur as isolated wetlands within larger upland ecosystems, they are of 

critical importance to many wetland and upland animals.  

 

Dome Swamp: 

 Several dome swamps exist on the western and southwestern portions of the Preserve.  In 

total these add up to about 22.5 acres.  Most of these dome swamps have depression marshes in 

the center providing a donut appearance from an aerial perspective.  The quality ranges from 

very good to good.  Each swamp has its own unique character, but for the most part the dominant 

tree species is bald cypress, swamp tupelo, or red maple depending on the individual swamp.  

Midstory vegetation includes button bush, lizard’s tail, royal fern, chain fern, and poison ivy 

exist.   

 

Hydric Hammock: 

 There are approximately 7 acres of hydric hammock in the Northeast corner of the 

preserve on the north side of Turkey Creek.  This area is in good condition, although there were 

likely some hydrological changes to this natural community when Turkey Creek was dredged 

and soil was placed along the bank of the Creek.  Some legacy solid waste is present and will be 

removed through volunteer clean-ups.  Vegetation found in the hydric hammock includes swamp 

laurel oak, dwarf palmetto, woodoats, water oaks, musclewood, and swamp tupelo.  Staff will 

monitor for and treat invasive plants and animals as necessary. 

 

Sinkhole: 

 There are four sinkholes on the property, totaling approximately 5 acres.  Three are 

natural and one was excavated in the past.  The smallest sinkhole at 0.16 acres in size is on the 
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northern portion of the Preserve.  It is a deep funnel shaped depression with consistent standing 

water and a carpet of duckweed.  The dense vegetation along the side of the sink consists of 

pignut hickory, devils walking stick, laurel oak, water oak, live oak, winged elm, beauty berry, 

basket grass, blackberry, Virginia creeper and cat briar.   

 Another small sinkhole lies within an area of high quality upland hardwood forest. This 

shallow sinkhole was dry when observed. 

 The third sinkhole, located in the southwestern corner of the property, is the largest at 

almost 2.5 acres.  It is more subtle in its character and appears to be a series of collapsed 

sinkholes that form a rambling depression in the landscape. It has large live oaks in and around 

the feature, and only holds water during high rainfall events.   

 The most dramatic sinkhole has just over a 2-acre footprint and is about 30 feet deep.  

Originally it was a much smaller sinkhole that was excavated in the late 1950’s (based on 

historic aerial photography), and is in poor condition.  There is a road that traverses halfway 

around the top edge.  Two streams/ditches drain into this sinkhole, which will at times hold 

water.  Initial invasive plant control work on Chinese tallow and Chinaberry was done in the 

summer of 2010 with follow-up treatment in the summer of 2011.  Most of the solid waste within 

the sinkhole was removed in 2011.   Staff will investigate the possibility of plugging or filling 

the southern ditch and continue to monitor and treat invasive species. 

 

Sinkhole Lake/Pond:  

 There is one sinkhole pond on the northeast side of the Preserve.  Alachua County owns 

approximately half of the 2-acre pond.  The other half is owned by the 6 homeowners on the 

north side of the pond in the Turkey Creek Community.  Alachua County’s ownership on the 

south side of the lake is in fair condition and is surrounded by disturbed upland hardwood forest 

with a thin fringe of wetland shrub and tree species along the perimeter.  These include pond 

cypress, red maple, gallberry, water oaks and sweetgums.   A few Chinese tallow and Japanese 

climbing fern were observed along the pond edge.  Water levels in the sinkhole pond are fairly 

constant.  The pond is hypereutrophic; very high in nutrients with nuisance algal blooms and low 

transparency.  County staff are working with residents living along the pond edge to improve 

water quality.  Staff will monitor and treat exotics around the pond. 

 

Upland Hardwood Forest: 

 The majority of the Preserve consists of very good to fair quality second growth upland 

hardwood forest that blankets the site’s undulating topography.  The footprint is approximately 

222.08 acres.  Historically, the majority of the property’s uplands were cleared and supported 

agricultural uses including cattle ranching until the early1980’s.  Selected mature live oak trees 

were kept at the time of clearing and many can still be found throughout the property.  Since the 

1980’s this area was allowed to succeed into upland hardwood forest with a well-developed, 

closed canopy consisting of a wide variety of broadleaf trees with a mix of pines.  Some of these 

tree species are southern magnolia, pignut hickory, sweetgum, loblolly pine, Florida maple, 

basket oak, spruce pine, devil's walking stick, water oak, muscle wood, laurel oak, and red cedar.  

The midstory and ground cover include beauty berry, smilax, dogwood, American holly, basket 

grass, Virginia creeper, passion flower, bedstraw, and sedges.  It is likely that the lower quality 

portions of this community type were historically flatwoods.  As the restoration of the pine 

plantation proceeds, some of the lower quality areas may be incorporated into the restoration 

area.   
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 Sycamore trees have invaded this natural community, and are becoming quite dense.  

These large canopy trees are known to naturalize beyond their natural range, Godfrey 1988.  

Sycamore trees are a part of the landscaping within the Turkey Creek Community, and are likely 

to have escaped cultivation through their wind dispersed seeds.  Staff have treated some 

sycamores within the initial exotic treatment areas, and are investigating the best method to 

control this species on the preserve.  

 The speed with which this community has recovered and the diversity of species present 

is likely because the 7,000 acre San Felasco Hammock Preserve State Park is adjacent to the 

Preserve and provides a ready seed source for recruitment of a wide variety of plant species and 

an easy migration route for wildlife.   

 Invasive species are the greatest threat to this natural community.  Initial treatment of 

invasive plants began in 2010.  Monitoring and control of invasive species will continue.     

 

Disturbed Areas 
 

Mature Slash Pine Plantation:  

 Approximately 72 acres of slash pine plantation was planted in the early 1980’s on the 

higher elevations of the property.  Prior to this planting, the area was in improved pasture since 

at least 1938; the date of the earliest available aerials.  This plantation was not bedded at the time 

of planting.  Pine density is quite variable ranging from less than 60 square feet basal area to well 

over 100 square feet basal area.  The variability is caused by pockets of mortality from 

Cronartium Fusiform Rust, a common disease of southern pines.  In spite of this mortality, the 

trees are in the saw timber, chip-&-saw, and pulp wood product classes and are economically 

valuable.   

 The pines will be thinned to facilitate the restoration of the plantation area.  The  10 acre 

restoration area shown on Exhibit E, the Conceptual Site Plan, will be thinned to around 30 basal 

area to allow enough pines to provide needle cast for prescribed burning and enough open area to 

allow the upland pine restoration plantings to succeed.  The remainder of the 72 acres will be 

restored over time to a combination of upland pine and upland hardwood forest natural 

communities.  The initial thinning in this area will be to approximately 60 basal area.    All 

timber harvesting proceeds will be used to fund resource management activities on Turkey Creek 

Preserve. 

  Other vegetation in the plantation ranges from southern red oak, blue curls and 

broomsedge, to laurel, water and live oaks, blackcherry, sweetgun, flowering dogwood, haws, 

beauty berry, and Bahia grass.  The exotic Chinaberry, silverthorn and camphor are problematic 

in the Plantation.  A small portion of the plantation was already treated for invasive plants and 

the rest will be treated over time.  

  

Clearings: 

 The Preserve has four small clearings that total 1.5 acres.  These cleared areas were used 

as feed plots and a hunt camp.  They have few trees and the ground cover consists of mainly 

Bahia grass.  These sites can be utilized for future recreational areas when the site is opened to 

the public. 

 

Soil Deposit:  

 A half acre soil pile on the northeastern section of the property is suspected to be from 

the dredging of a portion of Turkey Creek to enhance drainage in the area, personal 
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communication Ralph Cellon.  The soil piles have been there long enough that mature trees have 

colonized them. There are no plans to remove the soil deposit at this time. 

 

Roads and Power line right-of-ways: 

 There are 4.6 miles of unpaved woods roads throughout the Project Site that will be used 

for resource management and recreational trails.  These roads are in good condition and are filled 

in places.  Road width averages eight to ten feet.  The compacted road base provides a quality 

surface for hiking, running or biking.  The City of Alachua maintains almost a mile of power line 

right-of-way that cuts through the Preserve and could also be used as a trail.  There are also some 

dim roads that may be reopened for additional trails in the future.    

 

Camphor Patch: 

 There is a dense camphor tree population along NW 93 Avenue that extends for 

approximately 3 acres.  This area will be treated and monitored for native regeneration.  If 

sufficient regeneration does not occur, then native upland hardwood forest species will be 

planted. 

 

Table 1. Natural Communities of Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve. 

 

Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve 

Natural Community Acres % Area Quality FNAI Ranking 

Basin Swamp 17 
 

Excellent S3 

Black Water Stream 5.5 
 

Good-Poor G4/S2 

Bottomland Forest 9 
 

Very Good   S3 

Depression Marsh 10.5 
 

Excellent-Good S4 

Dome Swamp 22.5 
 

Very Good-Good S4 

Hydric Hammock 7 
 

Good S4 

Sinkhole 5.0 
 

Very Good-Poor S2 

Sinkhole Lake 1.0 
 

Fair S3 

Upland Hardwood Forest 222.08 
 

Very Good-Fair S3 

     Other 
   

  

Camphor Patch 3 
 

N/A N/A 

Clearing 1.5 
 

N/A N/A 

Pine Plantation  72 
 

N/A N/A 

Soil Deposit 0.5 
 

N/A N/A 

 

INVASIVE EXOTIC PLANTS 

Invasive exotic plants are a significant management problem on the Preserve.  Ten 

invasive exotic plants designated as Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council (FLEPPC) Category I or II 

Species, are known to occur within Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve, see Table 2 and Exhibit F. 

These plants are scattered throughout the Preserve and range from a few scattered individuals to 

dense patches.  Staff have initiated invasive plant surveys on the Preserve, and will continue to 

monitor the Preserve for additional populations. 

 Invasive exotic plants are known to alter native plant communities by displacing native 

species, changing community structure or ecological functions.  An ongoing monitoring and 

control program for invasive vegetation including exotic (non-native) and nuisance native plant 
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species was implemented within the preserve.  The objective of this program is to control 

invasive exotic plant species and maintain a diverse association of native vegetation.  This will 

be accomplished through an integrated pest management program that includes physical 

removal, chemical control, bio-control if available, and public education.  Control techniques for 

invasive exotic plants will follow accepted control technologies, and sites will be monitored on a 

yearly or more frequent interval to track populations for control operations. 

The most problematic invasive exotic species on the Preserve are Chinese tallow, 

Japanese climbing fern, skunk vine, camphor and Chinaberry trees.  Chinese tallow is found in 

varying densities in and around most of the small depression/dome wetlands.  Japanese climbing 

fern was observed predominantly by road edges and along streams or drains.  Skunk vine is only 

known from one location in the center of the Preserve, approximately ~1 acre in size.  Camphor 

trees are scattered throughout the uplands in moderate densities, except for a 3 acre patch near 

the proposed main entrance and trailhead that has a dense population.  Once the camphor trees 

are removed from the 3 acre area, staff will monitor the area and determine if sufficient 

regeneration of native species occurs, if not, staff will augment with native upland hardwood 

forest species.  Chinaberry trees are scattered throughout the uplands and on the edges of the 

wetlands.  The silverthorn appears to have invaded the Preserve from the Turkey Creek 

Community and is found along the higher banks of the creek near the golf course and scattered 

throughout the uplands.  Tung oil tree is restricted to the northeast quadrant of the preserve with 

the highest densities by Turkey Creek south of the cattle infrastructure.   

Sycamore trees have invaded large areas of the preserve, and are becoming quite dense.  

These large canopy trees are outside their native range in this area and are known to naturalize 

beyond their natural range, Godfrey 1988.  Sycamore trees are part of the landscaping within the 

Turkey Creek Community, and are likely to have escaped cultivation through their wind 

dispersed seeds.  Staff have treated  sycamores within the initial treatment areas, and are 

investigating the best method to control this species on the preserve. 

Staff contracted exotic control operations on 33 acres of the Preserve in 2010, and on an 

additional 62 acres, along with follow-up treatment on the initial 33 acres in 2011, Exhibit G.   

The treated areas lie mostly on the western side of the preserve and are dominated by upland 

hardwood forest intermixed with a combination of depression and dome wetlands.  Also included 

were several small populations of Japanese Climbing fern along the main access road, and the 

~1-acre patch of skunk vine.  The dominant exotic species treated were Chinese tallow, 

Chinaberry, camphor tree, silverthorn and Japanese climbing fern.  In addition staff treated small 

patches of Japanese Climbing fern along Turkey Creek in 2010.    

Staff regularly monitors the site for new infestations to determine the effectiveness of 

treatments, and plan for follow-up treatments.  In general, follow-up treatments of previously 

treated areas will take priority over treatment of new species or areas.  New treatment areas will 

proceed as grants or funds are available 

Table 2. Invasive Plants of Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve.  

 

Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve Exotic Plants 

Common Name Latin Name 
FLEPPC 

Category 

Abundance and 

Frequency Observed 

 

Mimosa Albizia julibrissin 

I scattered individuals 

throughout 
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Tung oil tree Aleurites fordii II dense patches in NE corner 

Coral ardisia Ardisia crenata I few scattered individuals 

 

Camphor tree Cinnamomum camphora 

I scattered moderate density 

throughout, & dense patches 

 

Silverthorn Elaegnus pungens 

II scattered throughout 

upland areas 

Japanese climbing fern Lygodium japonicum I scattered small patches 

Chinaberry Melia azedarach II scattered individuals 

Heavenly bamboo Nandina domestica I a few individuals 

Skunk vine Paederia foetida I 1-small patch ~1ac 

Chinese tallow tree Sapium sebifera I moderate density  

 

 

 Invasive Plant Strategies 

 Continue to survey invasive exotic plants, document and qualitatively describe 

populations. 

 Treat exotic plant infestations as funding and staffing allows. 

 Seek funding and grant opportunities to implement invasive plant control. 

 Monitor treated sites and perform follow-up treatment.  

 Develop an exotic species database for property.  

RESTORATION  

While much of the uplands on the Preserve were impacted by previous land use practices, 

most will only require invasive plant control and time for natural succession to occur.  The 

wetlands are mostly in very good to excellent condition and will require only invasive plant 

control, although staff will investigate the feasibility of restoring some dredged streams and 

ditches. The 72-acre pine plantation will require the greatest restoration effort.  Staff is 

collaborating with the FFS and FWC on restoration and habitat improvements. 

  The 72-acre slash pine plantation will be divided into a 10-acre block where intensive 

restoration practices will be implemented, and a 62-acre block that will be restored more slowly 

over time.   

 Initial thinning of the plantation is scheduled for winter 2012-13. The 10-acre restoration 

area shown on Exhibit E, Conceptual Site Plan, will be thinned to around 30 square feet basal 

area to allow sufficient pines to supply needle cast for prescribed burning and provide enough 

open area to allow the upland pine restoration plantings to succeed.  Off-site hardwoods and 

shrubs will be controlled through harvesting and/or judicious use of herbicides.  The initial 

prescribed burn will be a dormant season burn conducted about 2-years post harvest to avoid a 

double stress on the pines.  Longleaf pines will be hand planted in lots over time resulting in the 

presence of several pine age classes.  Subsequent prescribed burns will be conducted when the 

planted pines are able to handle fire.  Staff will monitor for and control invasive species, 

including Bahia grass.  Upland pine species such as, southern red oak, mockernut hickory, dwarf 

huckleberry, Darrow’s blueberry, wiregrass, lopsided indiangrass, little bluestem, squarehead, 

soft greeneyes, silkgrass, and sensitive pea will be planted in the 10-acre restoration area.  

 The remainder of the pine plantation will be restored over time to a combination of 

upland pine and upland hardwood forest natural communities.  The exact location for each 

community type will be determined by the existing vegetation, the vegetative response to initial 
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thinning, the soils, the placement in the landscape, and the surrounding natural communities.  

The initial thinning in this area will be to approximately 60 square feet basal area and invasive 

plants will be controlled.  Areas slated for restoration to upland pine will be will be restored 

through prescribed burning, control of off-site hardwoods and shrubs and longleaf pine plantings.  

Additional species will be planted or seeded on an as needed basis, as funding permits.   

 A photo-monitoring program will be implemented within the restoration area. 

 In addition to Turkey Creek, there are a few small stream/ditches that connect various 

wetlands on the Preserve.  Restoring the portion of Turkey Creek that was channelized to 

augment drainage in the area is not feasible given the drainage easement that encumbers the 

channelized section (Exhibit E).  However, streams will continue to be monitored for erosion, 

invasive plants and stream health.   Some streams were dredged and ditches created to facilitate 

drainage within the Preserve.  Future earthmoving may be needed to restore the stream banks to 

a more natural state or to block ditches that drain to wetlands.  

  

 Restoration Strategies 

 In the 72-acre pine plantation, thin pines, remove/control off-site hardwoods, 

introduce prescribed fire into pyric areas of the pine plantation. 

 Additional activities in the 10-acre restoration area, plant longleaf pines and 

upland pine species 

 Control invasive species throughout preserve. 

 Monitor changes in stream health.  

 Determine feasibility of removing ditches or creating ditch blocks. 

 Coordinate with other agencies (SRWMD, ACEPD, DEP) on water resource 

issues/projects. 

PRESCRIBED BURN PLAN 

The use of prescribed fire is a key management tool for both restoration and maintenance 

of desired plant communities within the Preserve.  Most of Florida’s natural communities 

evolved with and are adapted to specific fire regimes. In a particular natural community, natural 

fires would have occurred on a regular basis with relatively predictable intensities and results.  

There are wide differences between natural communities in their adaptations to fire: some are 

maintained by frequent, low intensity fires (such as upland pine and flatwoods) whereas others 

are perpetuated by infrequent, high-intensity stand replacing fires (such as sand pine scrub). As 

development has occurred in Florida, an overwhelming number of acres in Florida have been 

altered by fire exclusion. Alachua County staff and partners will utilize prescribed fire, possibly 

in conjunction with other management tools (such as, timber thinning, mulching, mowing or 

herbicide application) in an effort to mimic the historical effects of natural fires.  

Fire will be a critical restoration and fuels management tool in the 72-acre pine plantation 

and will be used in conjunction with timber and off-site hardwood thinning, herbicide, and 

planting to achieve the restoration goals.  Staff anticipates prescribed burning to begin two years 

after the initial thinning of the plantation.  There are some well established roads and dim roads 

that run through sections of the pine plantation that will serves as firebreaks.  Additional 

firebreaks will be created as part of the first thinning and as the restoration plan is further 

developed.   

Additional fire maintained areas include the scattered depression marshes and portions of 

the second growth upland mixed forest that have a significant pine canopy and were historically 
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upland pine or possibly flatwoods communities.  These areas will be incorporated into the 

prescribed fire plan overtime.   

Seasonal fire management plans will be drafted by Environmental Protection Department 

(EPD) staff in cooperation with the FFS. Each plan will address burn objectives, smoke 

management, safety, wildfire incident protocol, fuel loading, and neighbor notification.  EPD and 

FFS will implement the prescribed burn plans.   

Annual notifications will be mailed to neighbors of the Preserve to inform them about 

prescribed fire activities planned for the upcoming year, and why prescribed fire is used as a 

management tool.  As the development of recreational trails within the Preserve progresses, 

informational signs within burned areas will be utilized to explain to visitors the use and benefits 

of prescribed fire.   

In addition to the application of prescribed fire, consideration is given to alternative 

methods for fuels reduction, including but not limited to timber thinning, mowing, and chemical 

control of undesirable vegetation.  

 

 

Prescribed Burn Program Strategies 

 Develop and implement seasonal prescribed fire management plans.  

 Establish firebreaks 

 Continue to participate in the North Central Florida Prescribed Fire Working 

Group, and North Central Florida Prescribed Fire Memorandum of Understanding. 

 Educate neighbors and visitors about the natural role of fire in Florida wildlands. 

FERAL ANIMAL PROGRAM 

Feral hogs were observed on the Preserve and evidence of their rooting in roadways and 

wetlands is common.  They occur sporadically over time, and it is thought that the feral hog 

population migrates in and out of the Preserve from SFHP and neighboring properties 

opportunistically.  The hunt licensees have removed over 65 hogs between August 2011and 

October 2011. 

Given the Preserve’s proximity to private homes, it is likely that domestic dogs and cats 

may periodically enter the preserve. The presence of these species is of concern because of their 

potential to cause a variety of negative ecological impacts through habitat degradation, predation 

on native species, and competition with native species.  Feral animals will be monitored and 

removed from the Preserve. 
 

 Feral Animal Program Strategies 

 Monitor and remove feral animal species. 

LISTED SPECIES 

Protecting populations of listed species is a primary management concern. To accomplish 

this, staff will continue to survey the Preserve for listed species and manage their natural 

communities appropriately. Observations of FNAI tracked species will be reported to FNAI 

using the Field Reporting Form (Exhibit H) or by utilizing the on-line reporting form at 

http://www.fnai.org/fieldreportingforms.cfm. Management activities to protect listed species will 

include invasive species control, prescribed fire where appropriate, minimizing human impacts, 

and restoration of disturbed areas. Management activities will be analyzed to determine potential 

impacts on listed species (i.e. location of trails and physical improvements, timing of prescribed 

burns, timber harvests and planting).  

http://www.fnai.org/fieldreportingforms.cfm
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Listed Animals 

 Only two listed animal species have been observed utilizing habitats within the Preserve; 

gopher tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus) & swallow-tailed kite (Elanoides forficatus) (see Table 

3, Exhibit J).  However, the potential for many more species occurring on the Preserve is highly 

likely due to its adjacency to the 7,000 acre SFHP.  All of the natural communities of the 

Preserve could support listed species, and the matrix of wetland-upland transitional areas provide 

excellent habitat for amphibian and reptile species. New species will be added to the list as staff 

spends more time on the Preserve. 

 There are +/-72 acres of pine plantation and open clearings on the Preserve.  Staff have 

observed gopher tortoise (State Threatened) in open areas of the pine plantation.  Due to the 

proximity to SFHP and the proposed restoration of the upland pine forest, through thinning, 

prescribed burning, invasive plant control and planting longleaf pines, wiregrass and other 

upland pine species, an increase in the quality of the habitat and the number of tortoises is 

expected, along with commensal species such as, gopher frog (State Species of Special Concern) 

Florida mouse (State Species of Special Concern) and eastern Indigo snake (State and Federally 

Threatened). 

 Swallow-tailed kites were documented on both the project site, and in SFHP.  These birds 

require large tracts of heterogeneous habitat, with a mosaic of communities in addition to tall, 

accessible trees for nesting and open areas for foraging.  The pine plantation, basin swamp with 

its mature cypress trees, and the upland mixed forest provide important habitat for these birds.  

Once again the adjacent 7000 acre SFHP and private pastures enhance the value of the habitat on 

the Preserve. 

 Southeastern American Kestrels (State Threatened) were documented in the adjacent 

SFHP and are likely to occur on the project site.  The mosaic of mature pine plantation, upland 

mixed forest edges, power line right-of-ways, small clearings, and suitable nest trees, in addition 

to the extensive pasture on adjacent private properties provide good habitat for kestrels. 

 There are 77.5 acres of wetland natural communities, including basin swamp, bottomland 

forest, blackwater stream, sinkhole, sinkhole lake, hydric hammock, dome swamp and 

depression marsh, that provide habitat for a variety of wading birds.  The following listed species 

have been documented on SFHP and are likely to occur on the project site, little blue heron 

(State Species of Special Concern), snowy egret (State Species of Special Concern) wood storks 

(Federally Endangered), and white ibis (State Species of Special Concern). 

 Ninety-five percent of the Preserve was designated as a strategic Habitat Conservation 

Area, as identified by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) prior to 

acquisition. 

The development of the management plan shall be coordinated with the FWC to ensure 

the preservation and viability of listed and non-listed native wildlife species and their habitat. 

Periodic surveys are conducted of listed species occurrences within the Preserve.  

 

Table 3. Listed Animal Species of Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve 

 

Scientific Name Common Name GRANK SRANK STATE 

Elanoides forficatus Swallow-tailed Kite G5 S2 N 

Gopherus polyphemus Gopher Tortoise G3 S3 LT 
 
G/S1 = Critically imperiled because of extreme rarity (5 or fewer occurrences or less than 1000 individuals) or because of extreme 
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vulnerability to extinction due to some natural or man-made factor. 

G/S2 = Imperiled because of rarity (6 to 20 occurrences or less than 3000 individuals) or because of vulnerability to extinction due 
to some natural or man-made factor. 

G/S3 = Either very rare and local throughout its range (21-100 occurrences or less than 10,000 individuals) or found locally in a restricted 

range or vulnerable to extinction from other factors. 
G/S4 = Apparently secure (may be rare in parts of range). 

G/S5 = Demonstrably secure. 

LE = Listed as Endangered ;LT = Listed as Threatened Species; LS = Listed as Species of Special Concern; N = Not currently listed, nor 
currently being considered for listing. 

 
Listed Plants 

Several listed and tracked plant species are known from the Preserve (Table 4, Exhibit I).  

One plant species listed as Threatened and one listed as Endangered by the State of Florida are 

known to occur within the Preserve. The State Endangered (FNAI S2) Woodland Poppymallow 

(Callirhoe papaver) was documented on the edge of the slash pine plantation (formerly upland 

pine), and is part of a population that extends into SFHP.  Southern lady fern is the one 

Threatened species located on site.  In addition, royal fern and cinnamon fern (Osmunda regalis 

and O. cinnamomea), listed as Commercially Exploited by the State, are also documented on the 

Preserve. Further inventory of the Preserve is likely to reveal additional listed/tracked species, 

especially due to the Preserve’s proximity to SFHP. 

 

 

 

Table 4.  Listed Plant Species at Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve   

 Common Name Scientific Name Listed Status 

Southern lady fern Athyrium felix-femina Threatened (FL) 

Woodland 

Poppymallow 

Callirhoe papaver Endangered (E) 

Cinnamon fern Osmunda cinnamomea Commercially exploited (FL) 

Royal fern Osmunda regalis Commercially exploited (FL) 

 

 Listed Species Strategies 

 Report listed and tracked species occurrence data to FNAI using the appropriate Field 

Reporting Form (Exhibit J). 

 Coordinate review of management plan with the FWC. 

 Survey Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve for listed species and document population 

locations and habitats. 

 Manage sections of the 72-acre pine plantation to enhance gopher tortoise habitat. 

 

INVENTORY OF NATURAL COMMUNITIES AND BIOTA 

Surveys of flora, fauna and natural communities within Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve 

are ongoing, and species lists are continually updated (see Exhibits I and J). Tracked and listed 

species observed within the Preserve will be reported to FNAI using the data forms provided, 

Exhibit H. Surveys conducted by volunteer plant and wildlife experts will be encouraged through 

educational events on the property, including research projects, organized seasonal bird counts, 

and fieldtrips conducted by local natural history organizations such as the Florida Native Plant 

Society. 



 

Plan draft date:  January 2012 

 - 17 - 

Photo monitoring will be the primary method of tracking natural community changes that 

result from management and restoration activities. Baseline photographs will be established prior 

to initiating major management activities and retaken periodically. Photopoint monitoring 

locations will be stored in a Geographic Information System (GIS).  
 

 Inventory Strategies 

 Continue to survey flora, fauna and natural communities. 

 Encourage surveys by volunteer plant and wildlife experts and local natural history 

organizations. 

 Establish and repeat photopoints. 

 Utilize GIS database for tracking monitoring activities. 

CULTURAL RESOURCES 

 A small portion of Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve lies within the Fernandez Grant, 

and is located in an area of the county that is rich in cultural resources.  There are 4 Florida 

Master Site File (FMSF) sites on the Preserve, 38 on the adjacent San Felasco Hammock 

Preserve State Park (SFHP), and 103 within a 3 mile radius of the Preserve.  Additionally a 

remnant early century homestead and some cattle ranching infrastructure are present on the 

Preserve.  Artifacts found in the adjacent SFHP range from the Paleo-Indian period (10,000 BC-

8000 BC) to the 20
th

 Century, FDEP 2005.  It is very likely that more sites are located on the 

Preserve.   

 The FMSF sites located on the Preserve include:  

AL00129, San Felasco Mound: This site was recorded in 1950 as having a sand mound with 

burials and shards.  Successive surveys in 1958-59 and 1996-97 were not able to relocate the site.  

The site may have been subject to vandalism. 

AL00130, San Felasco Area: This site also recorded in 1950 was described as a lithic scatter 

with chert outcrop nearby.   

AL00142, No Name: 1n 1966 the following type of pottery were collected, unclassified thick 

rimed fingernail pinched, St. John check stamped, Prairie cord marked, Alachua plain, and St. 

John plain. 

AL00381, No Name: This site is characterized as low density pottery shards and lithic scatter. 

Along NW 93
rd

 Avenue, by the proposed main entrance and trail head there are the 

remains of an old wood framed homestead and 2 small out buildings.  All that is left of the 

homestead are the concrete foundation piers, concrete stairs, brick foundation of a fireplace, and 

some dimensional lumber from the home’s subfloor.  The out buildings consist of two small 

storage shed foundations with concrete floor slabs and three foot stem walls.  The older 

foundation has local chert stone as the aggregate in the cement mix and has the phrase “Paso Por 

Aqui 1890” inscribed on one side.   

 The site also has a rich history of cattle ranching.  Some of the associated late 19
th

 

century to mid 20
th

 century cattle infrastructure remains on the northeastern portion of the 

preserve along NW 59 Terrace, including the concrete foundation of a cattle weigh scale, a 

concrete loading chute from the 1940’s, heavy timber pens for working cattle, and metal entrance 

gates.  If feasible, these features will be refurbished and interpretive signs will be installed to 

inform visitors about the site’s historic land use and the importance of the cattle Industry State 

wide.     

 Staff have worked with and will continue to work with the Florida Public Archaeology 

Network to describe and record cultural sites within the Preserve.  
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 While no evidence of looting was observed, staff will protect known and unknown sites 

by using the following protocols: 

1.  Management of the archaeological and historic resources will comply with the 

provisions of Alachua County Code Chapter 116 Sections 1-9 and Florida Statutes 

Chapter 267, specifically Sections 267.061 2(a) and (b). 

2. Staff will coordinate with the Division of Historical Resources (DHR) on the protection 

and management of archaeological and historical resources. 

3. Collection of artifacts or the disturbance of archaeological and historic sites, including 

for research purposes, is prohibited unless prior authorization has been obtained from 

the Alachua County Environmental Protection Department, Land Conservation Program 

and DHR.  

4. Archeological testing will be performed for any proposed development areas within the 

Preserve prior to the commencement of development activities in that area.   

5. If archeological sites cannot be avoided, planned activities will be closely coordinated 

with DHR in order to prevent the disturbance of significant sites.   

6. Staff will maintain records and maps of all known cultural sites on the Preserve to avoid 

impacting the sites during management activities.  Locations of known sites will not be 

identified on public maps of the property. 

7. Known sites will be monitored for disturbance on a yearly basis, unless factors merit 

more frequent monitoring.    

8. Newly discovered cultural sites will be recorded in the Florida Master Site File in a 

timely manner. 

9. The site’s cultural history will be interpreted to the public through signage and guided 

natural history walks to enhance appreciation for the cultural resources and heritage of 

the area. 

 

Cultural Resource Protection Strategies 

 Implement the protection protocols for archaeological and historical resources in 

coordination with DHR.  

 Inspect areas for cultural or historical resources before any ground disturbing 

activities occur (firebreaks, roadwork, infrastructure development). 

 Investigate feasibility of restoring the cattle infrastructure and if feasible implement. 

IV. TIMBER RESOURCES   

 Marketable timber resources within Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve consist of 

approximately 72-acres of pine plantation, off-site hardwoods and possibly some sycamore trees.   

 The +/-72-acre slash pine plantation was planted in the early 1980’s on the higher 

elevations of the property for timber production.  Prior to the planting this area was planted in 

improved pasture since at least 1938; the date of the earliest available aerials.  This plantation 

was not bedded at the time of planting, and has not been thinned as of the date of this Plan.  Pine 

density is quite variable ranging from less than 60 square feet basal area to well over 100 square 

feet basal area.  The variability is caused by pockets of mortality from Cronartium Fusiform 

Rust, a common disease of southern pines.  In spite of this mortality, the trees fall within the saw 

timber, chip and saw, and pulp wood product classes and are economically valuable.   

  The pines will be thinned to facilitate the restoration of the plantation area and 

provide funds for restoration activities and infrastructure development on the Preserve.  The 

initial thinning is scheduled for Winter 2012-13 and Silviculture Best Management Practices will 
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be followed.  Prior to harvesting activities a gopher tortoise survey will be conducted.  The 10-

acre restoration area shown on Map E, Conceptual Site Plan, will be thinned to approximately 30 

square feet basal area to allow enough pines to provide needle cast for prescribed burning, while 

providing sufficient open area to allow the upland pine restoration plantings to succeed.  The 

remainder of the 72 acres will be restored over time to a combination of upland pine and upland 

hardwood forest natural communities.  The initial thinning in this area will be to approximately 

60 square feet basal area.   

 Other possible forest products on the preserve include off-site hardwoods in the pine 

plantation restoration areas that could be harvested for either timber or chips.  The removal of the 

off-site hardwoods would facilitate restoration by removing species that would not naturally 

occur in an upland pine community, and opening up the site for planting and prescribed fire.   

 Sycamore trees are another possible forest product.  They have naturalized in the upland 

hardwood forest natural community, and are beginning to form dense stands.  While native to 

North America they are outside their native range.  Removal of these trees would improve the 

upland hardwood forest.  Staff will investigate the feasibility of selectively harvesting large trees 

near roadways.  

Issues with tree health, insect outbreaks, wildfires, changes in technology and restoration 

techniques or other unforeseen events may necessitate changes to the above plan.    

Revenue generated from forest management within Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve 

will be placed in a segregated account solely for management, restoration and public access 

development activities in the Preserve.  

 

Objectives of Timber Management: 

 Improve the health and diversity of forested communities. 

 Manage for natural regeneration of the desired species. 

 Manage for native groundcover that helps promote a frequent low intensity fire regime, 

where appropriate. 

 Manage for older aged forest conditions. 

 Manage for a variety of forest stand structures and age classes. 

 Utilize sound timber harvesting practices to maintain or enhance the natural communities 

and pine plantation and to provide revenues for funding management and restoration 

activities. 

 For harvest operations, minimize the number of new roads required, limit the size of 

staging areas and place staging areas in the least ecologically sensitive areas.  

 

Timber Management Strategies 

 Develop and implement a timber management plan that promotes the restoration 

and management of the natural communities and pine plantations.  

 Initial thinning of 72 acre plantation in winter 2012-13 

 Conduct gopher tortoise survey prior to thinning activities 

 Investigate the feasibility of harvesting sycamore trees.  
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V. SITE DEVELOPMENT AND IMPROVEMENT 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT SIGN 

A permanent acknowledgment sign will be mounted on the trail head kiosk at the main 

entrance of the preserve.  The sign will acknowledge that Turkey Creek Hammock was 

purchased with funds from the Florida Communities Trust Program and Alachua County.  It will 

be fabricated from dimensional lumber with the text and FCT logo routed into the wood and 

painted.   

EXISTING PHYSICAL IMPROVEMENTS 

The existing physical improvements are remnants of past cattle ranching, silviculture, and 

hunting, along with activities County staff have completed since acquisition of the Preserve. 

They include over 4.6 miles of unimproved dirt roads with culverts at stream/ditch crossings, a 

power line easement, 6 gates, a variety of fence types in a various conditions (chain link, barbed 

wire and wood) along the perimeter of the property exclusive of the boundary wetland features 

(Turkey Creek, Kennedy Pond and the large basin swamp on eastern boundary), a bridge, 

remnant cattle infrastructure, remnants of an old homestead and out buildings, a soil pile from 

the dredging of a portion of Turkey Creek, 72 acres of slash pine planted in the mid-1980’s, four 

grassy clearings, scattered piles of legacy solid waste, and an Alachua County Forever sign at the 

main southern entrance, Exhibit E.   

Additional dim roads and trails on the Preserve will be mapped. 

Cattle ranching infrastructure in the northeast corner of the Preserve along NW 59 

Terrace includes a cement cattle weigh scale foundation and cattle chute from the late 1940’s 

along with dilapidated wood pens for working cattle.  If feasible, the cattle infrastructure will be 

restored to look like the mid 20
th

 century cattle operation it was.   

There are sections of interior fencing from past cattle grazing operations throughout the 

Preserve.  This fence is in poor condition and will eventually be removed.  The wooden vehicular 

bridge over Turkey Creek was constructed in the late 1940’s or early 1950’s in association with 

the cattle operation, personal communication Ralph Cellon.   It is not structurally sound, but may 

be refurbished or replaced for pedestrian use in the future.   

Along NW 93
rd

 Avenue, by the proposed main entrance and trail head there are the 

remains of an old wood frame homestead, a square concrete block lined structure build into the 

ground, and 2 small out buildings.  All that is left of the homestead are the concrete foundation 

piers, concrete stairs, brick foundation of the fireplace, and some dimensional lumber from the 

home’s subfloor.  The historical use of the concrete block lined structure is unknown at this time.  

Possible uses include a well, root cellar or cistern.  A January 2012 Suwannee River Water 

Management District (WMD) site assessment determined the structure did not appear to be a 

water well.  The County will contact the WMD & comply with Rule 40B-3, F.A.C., to prevent 

groundwater contamination if evidence is discovered that the structure is water well.  The out 

buildings consist of two small storage shed foundations with concrete floor slabs and three foot 

stem walls.  The older foundation has local chert stone as the aggregate in the cement mix and 

has the phrase “July 14
th

, A.D. 1939 Paso Por Aqui PJ, 1939 MOH 1896” inscribed on one side, 

which translates roughly as “passed by here 1939”.   

The large soil deposit along the northern boundary on the east side of the Preserve is from 

the channelization of a section of Turkey Creek in the late 1940’s or early 1950’s to enhance 

drainage in the area, personal communication with Ralph Cellon.   
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The property has legacy trash deposits littered across its acreage that will eventually be 

removed. Thus far five 20 cubic yard dumpsters of legacy trash were removed from the Preserve 

through the efforts of County staff, volunteers and Community Service Workers. 

Since acquisition, county staff installed a temporary Alachua County Forever sign at the 

main entrance on NW 93 Avenue, installed barbed wire & wooden corral fencing along the 

northeastern portion of the property, restored and re-hung the historic metal entrance gates along 

the new fence line, and worked with the Florida Public Archaeology Network to document the 5 

foot deep concrete cattle weigh scale foundation, and filled it with soil to prevent injury to 

Preserve patrons. 

 

Existing Physical Improvement Strategies 

 Maintain roadways, fences and gates.  

 Map remaining dim roads and trails. 

 Remove interior fence. 

 Remove legacy solid waste. 

 Investigate restoring historic cattle infrastructure. 

 Investigate feasibility of stabilizing or replacing bridge over Turkey Creek. 

PROPOSED PHYSICAL IMPROVEMENTS  

Proposed physical improvements to the Preserve include a fenced parking area with a 

pedestrian pass through, bike rack, interpretive kiosk, trailhead and entrance sign located on NW 

93
rd

 Avenue.  The trailhead parking area, located in a disturbed area infested with a large 

population of invasive exotic camphor trees, will be less than an acre in size and have 10-15 

parking spaces.  Pervious materials will be incorporated wherever feasible.  A network of 

approximately 5 miles of interpretive loop trails will traverse the Preserve and be available for 

hiking and biking.  These trails will be sited on the existing network of roads, with new trails cut 

in appropriate places to connect the existing trails or display interesting features of the Preserve, 

thus limiting impacts to the resources. A marsh overlook, a small wildlife observation platform, a 

10-station fitness trail, a swinging bench and various small benches will be placed along the 

trails.  If feasible and funding is available an elevated boardwalk through the large basin swamp 

will be constructed.  These features will be developed in a manner that allows the general public 

reasonable access for observation and appreciation of the natural resources on the Preserve 

without causing harm to those resources.  A 100-foot buffer will be provided between the 

parking lot & major facilities and wetlands. 

Public comments on the management plan indicated an interest in creating equestrian 

trails on the Preserve.  County Staff will work with its partners to determine the feasibility of 

equestrian trails on the Preserve.  

Exhibit E is the Conceptual Site Plan and improvements map.  A master site plan will be 

developed that delineates the size, location and details of the improvements.  A copy of the 

master site plan will be provided to FCT for review and approval prior to implementation.  All 

proposed amenities will be constructed as funding is available with target date as shown in 

Section VIII. 

Staff will investigate the feasibility of refurbishing the remnant cattle infrastructure 

(scale, pens and chute) on the northeast corner of the Preserve, and if feasible, will restore the 

cattle infrastructure and interpret the historic use of the Preserve and the natural, social and 

economic importance of cattle ranching in Florida. It should be noted that this area is only 

accessible from NW 59 Terrace until the Turkey Creek Bridge is stabilized or replaced.  
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 The Turkey Creek Bridge will either be refurbished for pedestrian use or replaced as 

funding becomes available.  Staff has been working with the Florida Public Archaeology 

Network to possibly locate an historic bridge that could be moved and installed in the Preserve.   

 To maintain access for restoration, management and timber harvesting, new fire breaks 

will be created and road stabilization projects implemented, along with the installation of new 

culverts or low water crossing.  Precise locations will be determined after the next series of wet 

years.  The low water crossing on the main trail will be improved, and several culverts will 

require repairs or replacement.  Staff will also investigate the feasibility of filling several ditches 

that connect and drain various depression marshes and dome swamps on the property, and 

implement the restoration if feasible.  

A survey of the natural communities, and plant and animal species on the project site 

shall be conducted prior to the development of the Preserve.  The survey shall be used during 

development of the site to ensure protection, restoration, and preservation of the natural 

communities and listed species.  To the greatest extent possible, trails will follow existing 

pathways and the marsh overlook and interpretive exhibits will be situated in a manner that 

minimizes disturbance to surrounding resources.   

 No stormwater facilities are anticipated, but should they be necessary they will be 

designed to provide recreational open space or wildlife habitat with shallow slopes and no 

fencing in a park like setting.  Major structures, if any are developed in the future will be located 

outside the 100-year floodplain and hazard areas, or placed on pilings.  A 100-foot wetland 

buffer will be provided between the parking lot & major facilities and wetlands. 

 Development will be sited to the greatest extent possible to avoid known archaeological 

sites.   

Alachua County acknowledges that any proposed modifications to the Management Plan 

and/or undertaking any site alterations or physical improvements that are not addressed in the 

approved Management Plan requires prior FCT review and approval. 

  

Improvement Strategies 

 Develop master site plan. 

 Construct facilities and open Preserve.  

 Determine feasibility of stabilizing or replacing bridge, and implement if feasible. 

 Determine feasibility of restoring cattle infrastructure, and developing interpretive 

materials and implement if feasible. 

 Pursue road and drainage repairs as necessary. 

 Design, permit and install needed culverts or low water crossings. 

EDUCATION SIGNS 

Interpretive signage will educate visitors about the natural and cultural resources found 

on and near the Preserve, and will include topics like landscape ecology, natural communities, 

significant plants and animals, historical resources, cattle ranching, native cultures.  Signs will be 

located along trails at points of interest.   

 

Educational Signs Strategies 

 Design, fabricate and install interpretive signage. 

 Investigate funding opportunities for interpretive materials. 
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EDUCTIONAL PROGRAM 

At least six environmental education programs will be conducted by resource professionals per 

year.  Possible topics include birding, creek awareness, natural history, plant identification, and 

cattle ranching.  Talks will be aimed toward the general public, preserve neighbors, specific 

interest groups (Native Plant Society, Audubon Society, historical societies, university students, 

church or civic groups).  Most programs will occur between fall and spring. 

 

 EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM 

 Provide 6 environmental education programs per year 

PERMITS 

Alachua County Staff will seek necessary permits for all development, maintenance and 

restoration work including: 

 County Flood hazard area permits when projects are conducted in floodplains 

 County Building permits where they are required 

 Development order issued by the Alachua County Development Review Committee for 

any activities not specifically exempted by the Unified Land Development Code 

 Noticed General Environmental Resources Permit issued by the Suwannee River Water 

Management District for activities in wetlands 

 Nationwide Permit 27 for stream and wetland activities issued by the U.S Army Corps of 

Engineers 

  

Permit Strategies 

 Apply for required permits prior to initiating physical improvements and management 

activities. 

EASEMENTS, CONCESSIONS, AND LEASES 

Currently there are no concessions or leases on the Preserve, but there is a license 

agreement with a hunt club, a power line easement, and a drainage easement, Exhibit E.  The 

license agreement exchanges limited hunting privileges for services with former leasees of the 

Preserve prior to acquisition by the County. These services include security, road, gate and fence 

maintenance, mowing, and hog trapping.  This agreement will be terminated upon opening the 

Preserve to the Public. While no additional easements, license agreements or concessions are 

anticipated, should any be necessary Alachua County will provide FCT with 60-days written 

notice and information regarding lease of any interest, the operation of any concession, any sale 

or option, the granting of any management contracts, and any use by any person other than in 

such person’s capacity as a member of the general public, and no document will be executed 

without the prior written approval of FCT.  However, research and collecting permits may be 

issued by EPD for scientific research.   

Should any fees or other monies be collected in the future, monies will be placed in a 

segregated account solely for the upkeep and maintenance of the project site. 

 

Easements, Concessions and Leases Strategies 

 Maintain hunt license agreement until Preserve is opened to the public. 
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VI. MANAGEMENT NEEDS 

GREENWAYS  

Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve is part of the Alachua County “Emerald Necklace” 

Land Conservation Initiative which seeks to create a publicly accessible, connected, and 

protected network of trails, greenways, open spaces, and waterfronts surrounding the Gainesville 

urban area, Exhibit K.   

The Emerald Necklace Conservation Initiative is composed of large public conservation 

areas (Paynes Prairie State Preserve, Lochloosa wildlife Conservation Area, San Felasco 

Hammock, O’Leno River State Park and River Rise State Park) that are imperative to the 

protection of Alachua County’s natural resources.  Also, the “Emerald Necklace” contributes to 

regional and State wide ecological corridors, in this case, connections between Ocala National 

Forest, the Santa Fe River, Camp Blanding and Osceola National Forest/Okefenokee National 

Wildlife Refuge associated with the Florida Ecological Greenways Network.  Smaller tracts of 

lands, such as the 376 acre Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve, have high conservation value by 

contributing to these ecological linkages in addition to connecting natural areas to urban centers. 

Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve is connected to the eastern side of the ~7,000 acre San 

Felasco Hammock Preserve State Park and is within 4 miles of Blues Creek Ravine, San Felasco 

City Park, Devil’s Millhopper Geological State Park, Gainesville Murphree Welfield 

Conservation Easement and Plum Creek Conservation Easement.   

The County will coordinate management of the Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve with 

the “Emerald Necklace” conservation initiative by continuing to pursue the protection of other 

lands within the necklace that will strengthen the linkages between Turkey Creek Hammock 

Preserve and the other conservation properties within the Necklace.  By preserving and 

managing Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve’s natural resources and providing public access for 

resource compatible passive recreational opportunities, the County will further the goals of the 

Emerald Necklace Conservation Initiative.   

Specifically Alachua County, through the Alachua County Forever Program, has acquired 

two properties (Martin and White 65 acres, and Rolling Meadows 208 acres) adjacent to San 

Felasco Hammock Preserve State Park and leased them to the state as part of SFHP.  County 

Staff have initiated resource management discussions with SFHP Staff regarding security, 

invasive plants and feral hog control.  Staff also provided SFHP with a draft of the management 

plan for their review and comment. 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT  

 Public involvement and local government participation was sought in the development of 

the Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve Management Plan through noticed public meetings and 

public review. See Exhibit L for a summary of public comments.  

MAINTENANCE   

Alachua County staff will coordinate all maintenance actives through County staff, 

volunteers, hunt licenses and contractors.  These activities include solid waste removal, invasive 

species control, and maintenance of roads, trails culverts, fire lines, fences, gates, signs and other 

infrastructure.   

Maintenance Strategies 

 Coordinate maintenance activities through County staff, volunteers, hunt licenses 

and contractors. 
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SECURITY  

Security is provided through staff, hunt licensees, contractors and volunteers.  Turkey 

Creek Hammock Preserve’s boundary is fenced, except where significant wetlands or water 

bodies cross the boundary of the Preserve.  Staff work with neighbors, City of Alachua Police 

Department, FWC and the hunt licensees on incident of vandalism within the Preserve.  Fencing 

needs are currently met; however, additional security measures may be warranted including, 

additional fencing, gates, placement of boulders or bollards and additional security patrols.   The 

Preserve is visited at least one time per week.  Staff and the hunt licensees have begun posting 

informational and regulatory signs on the Preserve, and will continue to do so.   

The Preserve was included in the Alachua County Environmental Protection Department 

Conservation Lands Map Book 2011.  This Map Book includes an aerial map of the site marked 

with site access points, firebreaks, and Alachua County staff emergency contact numbers.  It was 

provided to FWC, FFS and to Alachua County Public Safety.   

 

Security Strategies 

 Provide regular security patrols. 

 Complete posting of “No Trespass” signs along boundary. 

 Maintain and update informational and regulatory signage. 

 Maintain Map Book 

STAFFING 

Alachua County Environmental Protection Department staff will coordinate the 

management of Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve, with assistance from other County 

Departments, hunt licensees, contractors, and volunteers. 

VII. MONITORING AND REPORTING 

Alachua County Forever staff will prepare an Annual Stewardship Report on or before 

July 30th of each year.  This Report will evaluate the implementation of the Management Plan. 

Any proposed modification of the Management Plan and/or undertaking any site 

alterations or physical improvements that are not addressed in the Recipient’s approved 

Management Plan requires prior FCT review and approval. 
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VIII. MANAGEMENT PLAN IMPLEMENTATION CHART 

 

Task Time 

schedule 

Cost Funding 

Source 

Potential 

Cooperators 

Notes 

Land Use and Zoning      

Change Future Land Use From 

Moderate Density Residential to 

Preservation 

June 2013 Staff Time  ACGMD  

Change zoning from Agriculture to 

Preservation. 

June 2013 Staff Time  AGMD  

Invasive Plants      

Continue to survey invasive exotic 

plants, document and qualitatively 

describe populations. 

Ongoing Staff Time  EPD  

Treat invasive plant infestation as 

funds and staff allow. 

Ongoing TBA & Staff 

Time 

Grants/GF Contractors, 

TNC, FWC 

 

Monitor treated sites and continue 

the follow-up treatment program.  

Ongoing Staff Time & 

$5000/year 

Grants/GF Contractors  

Develop an exotic species database 

for property 

Ongoing Staff Time    

Restoration      

Thin pine plantation Winter 

2012-13 

Staff Time Revenue FFS  

Remove/control off-site 

hardwoods,  

2012-2015 TBA Timber 

proceeds\ 

GF\revenue 

FFS & FWC May be revenue 

neutral if we can 

sell some of the 

off-site 

hardwoods 

Plant longleaf pines and upland 

pine plants in 10 acre plantation 

restoration area 

Summer 

2013-20 

$5500 Timber 

proceeds\ 

Grants 

Staff/ contractor 

FFS &FWC 

 

Reintroduce prescribed fire into 

Plantation 

Dormant 

season 

2014-15 

See prescribed 

fire section 

below 

GF Staff/ FFS  

Periodic longleaf and upland pine 

plantings in 62- acre plantation  

ongoing $1500/year Timber 

revenue/ 

GF/Grants 

  

Stream Restoration      

Develop stream restoration plan if 

restoration is feasible 

2015 Staff Time     

Monitor changes in stream health  

 

Ongoing Staff Time    

Coordinate with other agencies 

(SRWMD, ACEPD, DEP) on 

water resource issues. 

Ongoing Staff time  Various 

Agencies 

 

Prescribed Burn Program      

Develop and implement seasonal 

prescribed fire management plans 

Ongoing Staff Time 

$1,000/year 

GF FFS  

Establish firebreaks 2013 $2000 GF Contractor/FFS  

Continue to participate in the 

North or Central Florida Prescribed 

Ongoing  Staff Time    
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Task Time 

schedule 

Cost Funding 

Source 

Potential 

Cooperators 

Notes 

Fire Working Group. 

Educate neighbors and visitors 

about the natural role of fire in 

Florida wildlands. 

Ongoing Staff Time/ 

$75/year for 

mailouts 

   

Feral Animal      

Monitor and remove feral animal 

species. 

Ongoing Staff & 

Licensee 

 Licensee  

Listed Species      

Report listed and tracked species 

occurrence data to FNAI. 

Ongoing Staff  FNAI  

Survey the preserve for listed 

species and document population 

locations and habitats annually. 

Ongoing Staff  Time  FNAI, UF, 

Volunteers 

 

Coordinate review of management 

plan with FWC 

January 

2012 

Staff Time  FWC  

Manage sections of pine plantation 

to enhance gopher tortoise habitat 

Ongoing TBA  FFS, FWC Costs noted in 

other areas of 

chart 

Natural Community and Biota 

Inventory 

     

Continue to survey flora, fauna and 

natural communities. 

Ongoing Staff Time  FNAI, FNPS  

Encourage surveys by volunteer 

plant and wildlife experts and local 

natural history organizations. 

Ongoing Staff Time    

Establish photopoints, and repeat. Ongoing Staff Time  Establish initial 

photopoints in 

Spring 2012 

 

Utilize GIS database for tracking 

monitoring activities. 

Ongoing Staff Time    

Cultural Resource Protection      

Implement the protection protocols 

for archaeological and historical 

resources in coordination with 

DHR.  

Ongoing Staff Time  DHR, Florida 

Public 

Archaeology 

Network 

 

Survey areas for cultural or 

historical resources before any 

ground disturbing activities occur. 

Ongoing Staff Time  Florida Public 

Archaeology 

Network 

 

Investigate feasibility of restoring 

the cattle infrastructure and 

implement if feasible 

Ongoing Staff Time plus 

supplies 

 FL Cattleman’s 

Association 

 

Timber Management      

Develop and implement a timber 

management plan that promotes the 

restoration and management of the 

natural communities and pine 

plantations.  

 

May 2012 Staff Time  FFS & FWC  

First thinning of 72 acre pine 

plantation 

Winter 

2012-13 

Revenue 

positive 

   

Investigate feasibility of harvesting 

sycamore trees 

November 

2012 

Staff Time    
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Task Time 

schedule 

Cost Funding 

Source 

Potential 

Cooperators 

Notes 

Existing/ Proposed Physical 

Improvements 

     

Maintain roadways, fences and 

gates 

Ongoing Licensees License 

Agreement 

Licensees  

Construct new fencing As needed TBA Bond/Timb

er Revenue 

  

Map existing roads and trails   January 

2012 

Staff Time    

Remove interior fence Ongoing $600 waste 

removal 

 Volunteers   

Remove legacy solid waste Ongoing $2000 waste 

removal 

 Volunteers  

Investigate feasibility of stabilizing 

or replacing bridge over Turkey 

Creek, implement if feasible 

June 2014 TBA Grants, 

Bond, 

Timber 

Revenue 

Florida Public 

Archaeology 

Network 

 

Develop Master Site Plan January 

2014 

Staff Time    

Construct Trails December 

2015 

$500 Staff Community 

Service 

Workers 

 

Construct Trailhead & Facilities      

Develop Master Site Plan December 

2014 

Staff Time    

Construct Trail Head and Entrance 

Feature including kiosk, signs, 

parking area, fences, bike rack, 

benches 

December 

2015 

$6100 GF/Bond   

Trailside Benches December 

2015 

$300 GF/Bond   

Swing Bench over Turkey Creek December 

2015 

$2,000 GF/Bond   

Marsh Overlook  December 

2016 

$6,000 Timber 

revenues/ 

Grant/ 

GF/Bond 

 Medium Sized & 

Raised Off 

Ground 

Fitness Loop December 

2017 

$2,000- $5,000 Timber 

revenues/ 

Grant/ 

GF/Bond 

 10 Stations Along 

~1.5 Miles of 

Trail 

Wildlife observation platform  December 

2018 

$5,000 Timber 

revenues/ 

Grant/ 

GF/Bond 

 Small Ground 

Level Fishing 

Platform 

Pursue road and drainage repairs as 

necessary 

Ongoing TBA Timber 

revenues/ 

GF/Bond 

  

Investigate funding opportunities 

for interpretive materials. 

May 2015 Staff Time    

FCT Acknowledgement Sign December 

2015 

$800 Timber 

revenues/ 

GF/Bond 

  

Design fabricate and install 

interpretive signage 

December 

2014 

$4000 Timber 

revenues/ 

GF/Bond 

  



 

Plan draft date:  January 2012 

 - 30 - 

Task Time 

schedule 

Cost Funding 

Source 

Potential 

Cooperators 

Notes 

Design, permit and install needed 

culverts or low water crossings. 

Ongoing $4000 Timber 

revenues/ 

GF/Bond 

  

Educational Program      

Provide 6 environmental education 

programs per year 

Ongoing Staff Time  FNPS, UF, 

Audobon 

 

Permits      

Apply for required permits prior to 

initiating physical improvements 

and management activities. 

As Needed Staff Time and 

permit fees  

GF/Bond   

Easements, Concessions and 

Leases 

     

Maintain hunt license agreement 

until site is open to public 

Ongoing  Staff Time  Licensees Up to $10,000 

saving to 

County/year 

Maintenance      

Conduct site maintenance 

activities.  

Ongoing Staff time, 

$500/yr. 

GF Licensees, 

volunteers 

 

Security      

Provide regular security patrols. Ongoing Staff Time  APD, FWC, 

licensee 

 

Complete posting of “no Trespass” 

signs along boundary. 

January 

2011 

  Licensee  

Maintain, and update informational 

and regulatory signage. 

Ongoing Staff Time    

      

      
ACAS Alachua County Audubon Society 
ACEPD Alachua County Environmental Protection Department  

ACPS Alachua County Public Safety 

ACGMD Alachua County Growth Management Department  
ACSO Alachua County Sheriff’s Office   

ACPW Alachua County Public Works    
DHR Department of State Division of Historic Resources  

FFS Florida Forest Service 

FNAI Florida Natural Areas Inventory 
FNPS Florida Native Plant Society  

FWC Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

TNC The Nature Conservancy 
UF University of Florida  

USDA United States Department of Agriculture 
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EXHIBIT A: LOCATION MAP
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EXHIBIT B: PUBLIC LANDS MAP 
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EXHIBIT C: SOILS MAP 
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EXHIBIT D: NATURAL COMMUNITIES MAP 
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EXHIBIT E: CONCEPTUAL SITE PLAN 
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EXHIBIT F: 2011 FLEPPC INVASIVE PLANT LIST 
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EXHIBIT G: EXOTIC PLANT TREATMENT MAP 
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EXHIBIT H:  FNAI FIELD REPORTING FORM 
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EXHIBIT I : TURKEY CREEK HAMMOCK PRESERVE PLANT LIST 

 

 Scientific Name Common Name Origin FDAC FWS FNAI 

 Acer negundo  BOXELDER 
 Acer rubrum  RED MAPLE 
 Acer saccharum subsp. floridanum  FLORIDA MAPLE 
 Albizia julibrissin  SILKTREE Exotic 
 Aleurites fordii  TUNGOIL TREE 
 Ampelopsis arborea  PEPPERVINE 
 Andropogon sp. BLUESTEM; BROOM GRASS 
 Aralia spinosa  DEVIL'S WALKINGSTICK 
 Ardisia crenata  SCRATCHTHROAT Exotic 
 Arundinaria gigantea  SWITCHCANE 
 Asplenium platyneuron  EBONY SPLEENWORT 
 Athyrium filix-femina subsp. asplenioides  SOUTHERN LADY FERN T 
 Bidens alba var. radiata  BEGGARTICKS 
 Butia capitata PINDO PALM OR JELLY PALM Exotic 
 Callicarpa americana  AMERICAN BEAUTYBERRY 
 Callirhoe papaver  WOODLAND POPPYMALLOW E S2 
 Carpinus caroliniana  AMERICAN HORNBEAM;  
 Carya glabra  PIGNUT HICKORY 
 Celtis laevigata  SUGARBERRY 
 Cephalanthus occidentalis  COMMON BUTTONBUSH 
 Chamaecrista fasciculata  PARTRIDGE PEA 
 Chasmanthium laxum  SLENDER WOODOATS 
 Chasmanthium sp. WOODOATS 
 Cinnamomum camphora  CAMPHORTREE Exotic 
 Cornus florida  FLOWERING DOGWOOD 
 Cornus foemina  SWAMP DOGWOOD; STIFF DOGWOOD 
 Crataegus uniflora  DWARF HAWTHORN 
 Decodon verticillatus  WILLOW-HERB; SWAMP  
 Desmodium marilandicum  SMOOTH TICKTREFOIL 
 Dichanthelium commutatum  VARIABLE WITCHGRASS 
 Diospyros virginiana  COMMON PERSIMMON 
 Elaeagnus pungens  SILVERTHORN; THORNY OLIVE Exotic 
 Eupatorium capillifolium  DOGFENNEL 
 Eupatorium compositifolium  YANKEEWEED 
 Fraxinus americana  WHITE ASH 
 Gelsemium sempervirens  YELLOW JESSAMINE 
 Gordonia lasianthus  LOBLOLLY BAY 
 Houstonia procumbens  INNOCENCE; ROUNDLEAF BLUET 
 Ilex cassine  DAHOON 
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 Scientific Name Common Name Origin FDAC FWS FNAI 

 Ilex glabra  INKBERRY; GALLBERRY 
 Ilex opaca  AMERICAN HOLLY 
 Ilex vomitoria  YAUPON 
 Itea virginica  VIRGINIA SWEETSPIRE 
 Juncus effusus SOFT RUSH 
 Juniperus virginiana RED CEDAR 
 Lagerstroemia indica L. CRAPEMYRTLE Exotic 
 Liquidambar styraciflua  SWEETGUM 
 Lygodium japonicum JAPANESE CLIMBING FERN Exotic 
 Lyonia lucida  FETTERBUSH 
 Magnolia grandiflora  SOUTHERN MAGNOLIA 
 Magnolia virginiana  SWEETBAY 
 Melia azedarach  CHINABERRYTREE Exotic 
 Mitchella repens  PARTRIDGEBERRY; TWINBERRY 
 Monarda punctata  SPOTTED BEEBALM 
 Myrica cerifera  WAX MYRTLE 
 Nandina domestica  SACRED BAMBOO; HEAVENLY  Exotic 
 Nyssa sylvatica  BLACKGUM 
 Oplismenus hirtellus  WOODSGRASS; BASKETGRASS 
 Opuntia humifusa  PRICKLYPEAR 
 Osmunda cinnamomea  CINNAMON FERN C 
 Osmunda regalis ROYAL FERN C 
 Ostrya virginiana  EASTERN HOPHORNBEAM 
 Paederia foetida  SKUNKVINE Exotic 
 Panicum hemitomon  MAIDENCANE 
 Panicum hemitomon  MAIDENCANE 
 Parthenocissus quinquefolia  VIRGINIA CREEPER 
 Paspalum notatum BAHIAGRASS Exotic 
 Paspalum urvillei  VASEYGRASS Exotic 
 Passiflora lutea  YELLOW PASSIONFLOWER 
 Peltandra sp. ARROW ARUM 
 Phytolacca americana  AMERICAN POKEWEED 
 Pinus elliottii  SLASH PINE 
 Pinus glabra  SPRUCE PINE 
 Pinus taeda  LOBLOLLY PINE 
 Pleopeltis polypodioides var. michauxiana RESURRECTION FERN 
 Poncirus trifoliata HARDY ORANGE; TRIFOLIATE ORANGE 
 Prunus serotina  BLACK CHERRY 
 Prunus umbellata  FLATWOODS PLUM; HOG PLUM 
 Quercus austrina  BASTARD WHITE OAK 
 Quercus falcata  SOUTHERN RED OAK 
 Quercus geminata  SAND LIVE OAK 
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 Scientific Name Common Name Origin FDAC FWS FNAI 

 Quercus hemisphaerica LAUREL OAK 
 Quercus laevis  TURKEY OAK 
 Quercus michauxii  BASKET OAK; SWAMP CHESTNUT  
 Quercus nigra  WATER OAK 
 Quercus sinuata BLUFF OAK Native 
 Quercus virginiana  LIVE OAK 
 Rhus copallinum  WINGED SUMAC 
 Rubus sp. BLACKBERRY 
 Sabal minor  DWARF PALMETTO; BLUESTEM PALM 
 Sabal palmetto  CABBAGE PALM 
 Sapium sebiferum  CHINESE TALLOWTREE Exotic 
 Saururus cernuus  LIZARD'S TAIL 
 Serenoa repens  SAW PALMETTO 
 Smilax sp. GREENBRIER 
 Taxodium distichum  BALD CYPRESS 
 Tilia americana BASSWOOD 
 Toxicodendron radicans  EASTERN POISON IVY 
 Trichostema dichotomum  FORKED BLUECURLS 
 Ulmus alata  WINGED ELM 
 Vaccinium corymbosum  HIGHBUSH BLUEBERRY 
 Viburnum rufidulum  RUSTY BLACKHAW 
 Vitis rotundifolia  MUSCADINE 
 Wisteria sinensis  CHINESE WISTERIA Exotic 
 Woodwardia areolata  NETTED CHAIN FERN 
 Woodwardia virginica  VIRGINIA CHAIN FERN 
 Yucca filamentosa  ADAM'S NEEDLE 
 Yucca filamentosa  ADAM'S NEEDLE 

 Federal Legal Status: E = Endangered species; T = Threatened Species; C = Candidate species for addition to the  
 Threatened or Endangered Wildlife and Plants List 
 State Legal Status: C = Commercially Exploited; T = Threatened; E = Endangered 
 FNAI Tracking Status: S1 = Critically imperiled in Florida; S2 = Imperiled in Florida; S3 = Very rare or locally  
 restricted in Florida; S4 = apparently secure in Florida. 
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EXHIBIT J:  ANIMALS OF TURKEY CREEK HAMMOCK PRESERVE 

 Common Name Scientific Name SRANK FEDERAL STATE Status 

 Birds 
 American Woodcock Scolopax minor 

 Black Vulture Coragyps atratus 

 Pileated Woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus 

 Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus S2 N N 

 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 

 Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo 

 Invertebrates 
 Lynx spider Peucetia viridians 

 Mammals 
 Coyote Canis latrans Introduced 

 Gray Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis 

 Nine-banded Armadillo Dasypus novemcinctus Introduced 

 White-tailed Deer Odocoileus virginianus 

 Wild Pig Sus scrofa Introduced 

 Reptiles and Amphibians 
 Gopher Tortoise Gopherus polyphemus S3 N LT 

 Green Treefrog Hyla cinerea 
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EXHIBIT K: GREENWAYS 
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EXHIBIT L:  PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

Public Involvement  

 The Turkey Creek Plan was posted on the internet for public comment from November 15
th

 to November 

18
th

, 2011.  Neighbors within one quarter mile of the Preserve were notified of the posting via a mailing. Staff also 

put out a press release requesting comment. A Public Meeting was held on November 17
th

 at 5:30PM in the 

Alachua Branch of the Alachua County Public Library to receive public comments on the Management Plan.  

Twenty-four people attended the meeting and 7 people provided written comments at the meeting.  An additional 7 

people provided comments via e-mail.   

 

Public Meeting Minutes November 17, 2011 
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Comments E-mailed to Staff during Comment Period 
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EXHIBIT M:  AGENCY COMMENTS 
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APPENDIX A: TURKEY CREEK HAMMOCK PRESERVE FCT GRANT AWARD AGREEMENT 
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APPENDIX B: TURKEY CREEK HAMMOCK PRESERVE DEED
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APPENDIX C:  POWERLINE EASEMENT 
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APPENDIX D:  DRAINAGE EASEMENTS 
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